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McDonald’s of Fayette County and Jamestown honored Fall sports 
athletes from Miami Trace, Washington and Fayette Christian 
high schools Saturday, Nov. 14, 2015. Each of the athletes were 
interviewed by Randy Young on WCHO radio. (front, l-r); Randy 
Young, Brooklyn Wilson, Washington High School, volleyball; 
Hannah Adams, Fayette Christian High School, volleyball; Haylee 
Higgins, Miami Trace High School, tennis; Max Knisley, Washington 
High School, golf; Blake Pittser, Miami Trace High School, football; 
(back, l-r); Aaron Hammond, Miami Trace High School Athletic 
Director; Ashley DeAtley, Washington High School volleyball coach; 
Angela Harris, Fayette Christian School volleyball coach and athletic 

director; Kim Schirtzinger, Miami Trace High School tennis coach; Shannon Bartruff, Washington High School golf coach 
and Nick Epifano, owner and operator of McDonald’s of Fayette County and Jamestown, sponsor of the awards.

Steve Bartlett (front left) 
and his Miami Trace varsity 
football team were presented 
with the McDonald’s Fayette 
County Championship trophy 
on Saturday morning at the 
Jeffersonville McDonald’s. Miami 
Trace won the trophy with their 
victory over the Washington 
C.H. Blue Lions on Friday night. 
Fayette County McDonald’s 

franchise owner Nick Epifano (front right) presented the trophy to the 
Panthers.

Proudly Supporting Our Area Athletes!

Miami Trace bowling 
team at 2015 State 
tournament: (front, 
l-r); Carrie Bennett, 
McKinzie Miller, Miranda 
Wheeler; (back, l-r); 
Macy Detty, head coach 
Kaleb Taylor, Asia 
Anderson and Katie 
Zeigler.

40816937
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Miami Trace bowling team looking for return trip to State
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Blue Lions need younger players to step up
By Chris Hoppes
choppes@civitasmedia.com

The Washington Blue Lions 
are prepped and ready for the 
2015-16 basketball season.

Head coach Shannon Bartruff, 
now in his fifth season, sat down 
with the Record-Herald recently 
to discuss the season, his team 
and the challenges of the South 
Central Ohio League.

The Blue Lions will not have a 
freshman team this year, accord-
ing to Bartruff.

Washington has five seniors, 
six juniors, 10 sophomores and 
five freshmen in the program this 
season.

Seniors on last year’s team 
were: Alec Wayne, Logan Wilson 
and Zack Stackhouse. Wayne 
was named First Team, All-
SCOL last season.

Seniors on this year’s team are: 
Ryan Flora, C.J. Taylor, Jacob 
Knisley, Max Knisley and Cam-
eron Eckles.

“This is a good, solid group,” 
Bartruff said. “Obviously, a cou-
ple of those guys (Max Knisley, 
Eckles and Taylor) played a lot 
more for us last year.

“Ryan and Jacob will be role 
players,” Bartruff said. “They’ll 
have roles that will make us a 
better basketball team.

“We’ll be asking a lot of Max. 
This will be Max’ third year on 
the varsity,” Bartruff said. “He 
played a fair amount as a sopho-
more. He started every game he 
wasn’t sick or hurt last year. He 
led our team in assists, maybe 
points. It was between him and 
Alec.

“Max needs to have a great 
season,” Bartruff said. “He needs 
to be our rock, our emotional 
and our mental rock. He can’t 
get too high or too low, espe-
cially being a guard. He’s going 

to play a lot of minutes, Lord 
willing. We need him just to be 
steady and handle adversity well.

“Cameron was hurt this sum-
mer,” Bartruff said. “Getting him 
back into the fold is going to be 
big for us. Cam had a solid junior 
year for us. He kind of started 
slow, but, he really came on at 
the end.

“A little bit of that had to do 
with the way we played early on 
last year,” Bartruff said. “It was 
just a different style than he was 
used to. We slowed it down a lot 
more, early on. As we started to 
pick up the pace a little bit, that 
kind of fit his game a little more.

“His effort has been tremen-
dous so far,” Bartruff said. “We’re 
going to need him to be a solid 
defender and a solid rebounder 
for us. And, we’re going to need 
him to score for us.

“Cam would be like a wing or 
a post for us,” Bartruff said. “We 
really don’t have a true post in 
our offense. We need him to run 
the floor; we need him to get us 
easy buckets; we need him to get 
us extra points off rebounds; we 

need him to make hustle plays. 
He’s kind of a four/five for us.

“C.J. Taylor is going to be a 
glue guy,” Bartruff said. “He’s 
going to be a utility guy. We’re 
going to need him to do a little 
bit of everything. He’s going to 
have to be able to handle the ball 
a little bit; he’s going to have to 
guard bigger players a little bit; 
he’s going to have to take charg-
es, make hustle plays, get deflec-
tions, get loose balls. I see him 
as a potential starter. He could 
also be a guy, as the season goes 
along, that I like coming off the 
bench better, because he’s kind of 
a spark guy. He can be someone 
to give us a bolt of energy off the 
bench.

“Ryan and Jacob are going to 
be role players,” Bartruff said. 
“I’m going to have to be able 
to depend on them to come in 
when someone is in foul trouble, 
or someone needs a blow. Those 
few minutes these guys get will 
be very important to us.”

The six juniors for Washington 
are: Griffin Shaw, Kory Proby, 
Brian Wilson, Kenny Upthe-

grove, Jarett Patton and Jordan 
Morris.

“Jordan will start with the j-v 
team,” Bartruff said. “We’ll see 
how it goes. This is only his sec-
ond year of organized ball.

“All of our juniors played j-v 
basketball last year,” Bartruff 
said. “With the exception of 
Kory Proby; Kory was a starter 
for us for the majority of the 
year. But, Griffin, Brian, Kenny 
and Jarett all played j-v last year. 
We’re asking a lot of our juniors 
to be able to step in and compete 
for, not only time, but varsity 
starting spots.

“I like that group,” Bartruff 
said. “Kory’s come a long way. 
His effort has been tremendous. 
He’s worked hard on his game; 
he’s gotten bigger and stronger. 
We need him to play to the level 
of his ability this year. He started 
off slowly last year. It’s tough for 
sophomores to play varsity bas-
ketball. I felt like the game was a 
little too quick for him last year.

“This year, he’s bigger and 
stronger,” Bartruff said. “He’s 
more confident. He understands 

what we need out of him. I think 
he’s going to have a tremendous 
year.

“For the other juniors, we’re 
still figuring out their roles,” 
Bartruff said. “For some of them, 
it could be starting. For others, 
it could be four, five, six, eight, 
10, 12 minutes a game. That will 
work itself out in the next month 
or so. It’s a long season. We play 
22 games, not counting the tour-
nament. There are a lof of things 
that can happen.

“It’s a good, solid class,” Bar-
truff said. “They’re good kids, 
good students. We need for them 
to step up and accept those roles.

“We’ll have two freshmen 
who will be practicing with us 
to start,” Bartruff said. “Evan 
Upthegrove and Richie Burns. 
They bring some athleticism. 
They’re green right now, but, 
we’ll need them to learn quickly. 
Our older guys have done a great 
job of encouraging and teaching 
and bringing them along. Those 
two practice with us right now, 
because I feel that gives us the 
12 guys that are going to give us 
the most competitive practices 
on a daily basis. That means 
we’ll be getting better individu-
ally, as well as a team.

“I don’t foresee Evan and 
Richie playing a ton of varsity,” 
Bartruff said. “They’ll start the 
j-v games and probably play two 
or three quarters down there. 
That could chance dramatically 
between now (Nov. 5) and our 
first game (Nov. 27).

“Those are the 12 guys that 
are going to be practicing varsity 
and dressing varsity to start,” 
Bartruff said. “All of our other 
kids will be j-v players. I like I 
like our j-v group.

“We don’t have a freshman 
team this year for the first time 
in a long time,” Bartruff said. “It 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2015-16 WASHINGTON BLUE LION BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Matthew Gilmore, Evan Upthegrove, Jacob 
Knisley, Ryan Flora, C.J. Taylor, Max Knisley, Brian Wilson, Kenny Upthegrove, John Wall; (back, l-r); head coach Shannon 
Bartruff, coach Keith Eckles, coach Brent Knisley, Richard Burns Jr., Griffin Shaw, Cameron Eckles, Kory Proby, Jarett Patton, 
j-v coach Brett Prince and trainer, Josh Wiemels.
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wasn’t because we didn’t have 
enough kids. I just made some 
decisions that I felt like were for 
the betterment of our program. 
I felt like this gave us the 25 kids 
that are going to give us compet-
itive practices on a daily basis.

“I hate not having a freshman 
team,” Bartruff said. “But, it 
was really to the point…some of 
our freshmen are very skilled. I 
couldn’t justify having a fresh-
man team just for the sake of 
having a freshman team. Our 
numbers were right on the 
edge.”

The Blue Lions have 10 sopho-
mores and fi ve total freshmen.

“We’re trying to stress to 
these guys about making good 
decisions,” Bartruff said. “Atti-
tude and effort are kind of the 
mantras, kind of the foundation 
of our program. That was estab-
lished by Hall of Fame coach 
(Gary) Shaffer. To me, if it’s not 
broke, I’m not going to try and 
fi x it. It’s a foundation that Blue 
Lion basketball has built a lot 
of success on. I’ve tried my best 
to continue our program and 
advance it in that direction.”

The coaching staff this year 
will include Brett Prince as 
the j-v coach. Prince was for-
merly the head coach at Madison 
Plains and before that, Hillsboro.

Brent Knisley and Keith Eck-
les will be assistant coaches at 
the high school level.

Ryan Garrison will be the 

eighth grade coach and Derrick 
Lyons will coach the seventh 
grade Blue Lions.

“I love our staff,” Bartruff said. 
“We have a lot of experience. 
The guys are great with the 
kids.”

Last season, Wilmington went 
14-0 to win the SCOL.

Chillicothe was second at 11-3, 
followed by Miami Trace third 
at 9-5 and Washington fourth at 
8-6.

McClain was fi fth at 5-9, 
Clinton-Massie was sixth with 
a record of 4-10; Hillsboro was 
seventh at 3-11 and East Clinton 
was eighth at 2-12.

Bartruff gave a few thoughts 
on the SCOL for 2015-16.

Washington opens SCOL play 
at home on Dec. 1 with Wilming-
ton, the consensus No. 1 team in 
the league.

The Blue Lions then play at 
Chillicothe on Dec. 4.

“Wilmington’s going to full-
court press,” Bartruff said. 
“They’re going to run their 
motion offense in the halfcourt. 
They have probably the best 
player in the league back in Jar-
ron Cumberland. Coach (Mike) 
Noszka does a great job. His kids 
play hard.

“Chillicothe is extremely ath-

letic and well-coached,” Bartruff 
said. “They beat us twice last 
year. They graduated Tommy 
Bolte and that’s a pretty big loss. 
Their j-v team was solid. They 
gave Wilmington all they wanted 
last year. They had a chance to 
beat Wilmington (at Chillicothe) 
toward the end of the season.

“Miami Trace has, I think, one 
of the most talented teams that 
coach (Rob) Pittser has had,” 
Bartruff said. “I like the group 
he’s got coming back. He’s got 
Tyrae and DeAndre Pettiford. 
They are phenomenal athletes. 
I think Tyrae will be one of the 
better rebounders and defenders 

in our league.
“They have Darby Tyree, 

a 6-4 sophomore,” Bartruff 
said. “They have Blake Pittser, 
Skyler McDonald and Mitchell 
Creamer. They’ll have a little bit 
of depth. They’re probably going 
to get out and press and do the 
things they always do.

“East Clinton has a new coach 
(Tony Berlin),” Bartruff said. 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2015-16 WASHINGTON BLUE LION J-V BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Matthew Marris, Jacob Barton, Austin Bailey, 
Nick Barrett, Dillon Steward, Eli Ruth, Jack Luebbe; (back, l-r); coach Keith Eckles, Blaise Tayese, Jalen Pettiford, Jordan Morris, 
Kenny Arboleda, Gage Martin, Jordan Behm, j-v coach Brett Prince.

Washington Varsity Boys Basketball

Fri., Nov. 27 Vinton County - at Zane 
Trace H.S. 6 p.m.

Sat., Nov. 28 Ross SE Home 6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 1 Wilmington Home 6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 4 Chillicothe Away 6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 8 East Clinton Home 6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 11 McClain Away 6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 12 Waverly - at Shawnee 

State Tournament 6 pm.
Tues., Dec. 15 Hillsboro Home 6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 18 Clinton-Massie Away 6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 26 Wheelersburg - at Ports-

mouth H.S. 3 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 29 Circleville Away 6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 8 Miami Trace Home 6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 12 Wilmington Away 6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 15 Chillicothe Home 6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 19 East Clinton Away 6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 22 McClain Home 6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 26 Hillsboro Away 6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 29 Clinton-Massie Home 6 

p.m.
Sat., Jan. 30 Unioto Home 6 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 2 Logan Elm Away 6 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 5 Miami Trace Away 6 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 9 Shawnee Home 6 p.m.
Times listed are starting times for j-v 

games, except for Nov. 27, Dec. 12 
and Dec. 26

The Blue Lions do not have a freshman 
team this year

See LIONS | 15
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Panthers look to challenge in SCOL
By Chris Hoppes
choppes@civitasmedia.com

The Miami Trace Panthers 
took third place in the South 
Central Ohio League last 
year with a record of 9-5. The 
Panthers were 13-10 overall last 
year.

The Panthers will be looking 
to improve upon that placement 
against a field of tough teams in 
the SCOL.

Miami Trace had five seniors 
on last year’s team: Cedric 
Pettiford, Derrick Marcum, Brad 
Warnock, Jaycee Perry and Josh 
Golden.

This year, Miami Trace has 
just one senior: Brad Card.

The Panthers have 10 juniors 
and two sophomores in addition 
to Card.

“Last year, Brad had a few 
minutes of varsity playing time,” 
head coach Rob Pittser said. 
“He dressed varsity, but mostly 
played on the j-v team.

“He’s going to play a post spot 
for us,” Pittser said. “We’ll look 
for some leadership from Brad. 
He started for us all summer. 
We’ve kind of changed what 
we’re doing with the ball in 
the block to accommodate his 
specific skill set. Between Brad 
and another player with similar 
skills, we’re kind of carving out 
that good low post player who 
can pass out of the post, who 
is a good, wide body who can 
rebound a little bit. That’s what 
we’re going to be counting on 
from Brad.”

Juniors for Miami Trace are: 
Jacob Batson, Keondrick Bryant, 
Ian Herbert, Seth Leach, Skyler 
McDonald, DeAndre Pettiford, 
Tyrae Pettiford, Blake Pittser 
and Tiante Connell.

Sophomores are Cameron 
Carter and Darby Tyree.

“We have three juniors that 
have lettered the last two years 
on the varsity,” Pittser said. 
“The twins, DeAndre Pettiford 
and Tyrae Pettiford and Blake 
Pittser.

“Obviously, we’re going to 
be counting a lot on all three of 
them,” Pittser said. “Tyrae was 
first team, all-league last year as 
a sophomore. He averaged about 
12 points and eight rebounds a 
game for us. We’re going to be 
relying on Tyrae quite a bit.

“DeAndre played the point for 
us some last year,” Pittser said. 
“He and Blake kind of shared 
that spot a little bit. This year, 
I think DeAndre is going to be 
in more of a scoring role. He’ll 
be off the ball more than at the 
point. We’ve kind of catered our 
offense to that. But, he’s a good 
ball screen player. He’s very 
athletic. He’s a good driver and 
he’s shot the ball really well this 
summer and fall.

“Blake will be our consummate 
point guard,” Pittser said. “He 
has handled the changes really 

well with what we’re doing, 
offensively. We’re better in 
transition when he’s got the ball. 
We’re faster and more fluid. He’s 
going to fill that role as he’s done 
in the past.

“Skyler McDonald got some 
varsity playing time last year as a 
sophomore,” Pittser said. “Over 

the holiday tournament he hit 
some big threes against London. 
That was a game I’m not sure we 
would have won had he not hit 
those shots. His ability to shoot 
the ball is important, especially 
when teams play us zone.

“Mitchell Creamer and Jacob 
Batson are a couple of guards 

with similar skill sets,” Pittser 
said. “They will play that 
shooting guard type of role for 
us.

“Keondrick Bryant and Tiante 
Connell will both be kids that 
will get some minutes in the 
post for us,” Pittser said. “They 
both have some size; Keondrick, 
specially, has length. He’s 6-4. 
We’re hoping we can use him to 
rebound a little bit and defend 
and challenge shots with his 
length.

“Seth Leach will play post 
minutes for us,” Pittser said. 
“He’s 6-4. He’s stretched out 
some. He’s moving pretty well 
coming out of football. He 
looks like his legs are in pretty 
good shape. He has the ability 
to shoot the ball out a little bit 
from the post, out to 15-16 feet. 
He always knows where he is 
supposed to be.

Miami Trace Varsity Boys Basketball
Sat., Nov. 28 Lynchburg-Clay  

Away 4:45 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 1 East Clinton Away 4:45 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 8 Wilmington Home 4:45 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 11 Hillsboro Away 4:45 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 12 Dublin Jerome Home 5 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 15 Chillicothe Home 4:45 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 18 McClain Home 4:45 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19 Logan Elm Home 4:45 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 29 London Home 8 p.m.
in McDonald’s Holiday Tournament
Wed., Dec. 30 vs. Greeneview or  

Madison Plains tba
in McDonald’s Holiday Tournament
Fri., Jan. 8 Washington Away 4:45 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 9 Ross SE Home 4:45 p.m.
Tues,. Jan. 12 East Clinton Home 4:45 p.m.
Fri., Jan 15 Clinton-Massie Away 4:45 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 19 Wilmington Away 4:45 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 22 Hillsboro Home 4:45 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 26 Chillicothe Away 4:45 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 29 McClain Away 4:45 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 30 Vinton County Away 5 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 2 Clinton-Massie  

Home 4:45 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 5 Washington Home 4:45 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 6 Unioto Away 5 p.m.
Times listed are starting times for fresh-

man games, except for McDonald’s 
Holiday Tournament

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2015-16 MIAMI TRACE VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Ian Herbert, Tyrae Pettiford, Jacob Batson, DeAndre Pettiford, 
Blake Pittser, Cameron Carter, Mitchell Creamer; (back, l-r); head coach Rob Pittser; coaches Ross Matthews and Erik Marting; 
Darby Tyree, Skyler McDonald, Keodric Bryant, Brad Card, Tiante Connell, Seth Leach, coach Jeff Smallwood, statistician Tom 
‘Chatter’ Harris and coach Cory Patton. Not pictured: coach Mychal Turner.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2015-16 MIAMI TRACE JUNIOR-VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Brett 
Lewis, Dakota Bolton, Heath Cockerill, Ian Herbert, Tiante Connell; (back, l-r); coach 
Ross Matthews, Dillon Coe, John Fender, Adam Ginn and coach Cory Patton.
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“Ian Herbert is another 
junior who will play a lot 
of j-v minutes for us at a 
guard position,” Pittser 
said. “We’ll work him in 
when we can.

“And, we have two 
sophomores,” Pittser 
said. “Darby Tyree, who 
lettered for us last year as 
a freshman. He had kind of 
a break out game against 
Unioto, scoring 24 points. 
Being 6-5 and left-handed, 
kind of makes Darby 
unique in our area. He 
shoots the ball really well. 
He shot the ball well this 
summer and fall.

“Cameron Carter moved 
into our district last year 
from Columbus,” Pittser 
said. “His family has 
Fayette County roots. 
He played j-v for us as a 
freshman and played the 
point. He will log some 
guard minutes for us and 
provide some depth. He’s 
got plenty of all-around 
skills. He can shoot the 
ball and he can run the 
offense if we need him to.”

The coaching staff for 
2015-16: Mychal Turner 

is varsity assistant; 
Cory Patton is the j-v 
coach; Jeff Smallwood 
is the freshman coach; 
Erik Marting and Ross 
Matthews are assistant 
coaches. The eighth grade 
coach is Tracy Tyree and 
the seventh grade coach is 
Jordan DeWitt.

Tom ‘Chatter’ Harris 
is the scorekeeper for the 
Panthers.

Pittser gave some 
thoughts on the SCOL for 
2015-16.

“Wilmington is going 
to be the strongest team 
in the league,” Pittser 
said. “I’m fairly certain 
about that. I think the 
rest of us are all going 
to be playing catch-up to 
them. They have Jarron 
(Cumberland) back. They 
have Dylan Beaugard and 
Stewart back, so, they 
have plenty of guard play. 
They graduated Jaevin 
(Cumberland), but, they 
are still the clear favorite 
in the league.”

Jarron Cumberland 
recently signed a letter 
of intent to play college 

basketball for the 
University of Cincinnati.

“Chillicothe will be there 
in the next group,” Pittser 
said. “They graduated 
Tommy Bolte, but they 
have Nate Rosenbauer 
back. They have a 
freshman that was playing 
big minutes by the time 
the second half of the 
season rolled around.

“They have enough 
athletes to go with 
those two,” Pittser said. 
“Chillicothe is always 
going to be deep and 
athletic.

“I expect Court House 
to play a similar style to 
what they did last year,” 
Pittser said. “They may 
open it up a little bit. 
Shannon (Bartruff, Blue 
Lions’ head coach) has 
similar personnel to what 
he had last year. They 
have Max (Knisley) back. 
He’ll want to do a lot of 
the same things with him. 
Cameron (Eckles) can 
kind of play the same role 
that Alec Wayne played for 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2015-16 MIAMI TRACE FRESHMAN BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Brandon Arledge, Nick Foody, Austin 
Mathews, Drew Batson, Hayden Walters, Ross Matthews, Josh Holmes; (back, l-r); coach Ross Matthews, 
Jake Atwood, Tyler Eggleton, Tyler Taylor, Trenton Crawford, Wyatt Cory, Austin Brown and coach Jeff 
Smallwood.

See PANTHERS | 12
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MT girls looking to rebound from disappointing ‘14-‘15 season
By Chris Hoppes
choppes@civitasmedia.com

Ben Ackley will be leading 
the Miami Trace Lady Panthers 
basketball program for the fourth 
season in 2015-16.

Last year, Miami Trace went 
4-10 in the South Central Ohio 
League, placing in a tie for sixth 
place with Wilmington.

Miami Trace was 6-16 overall.
“It was a very frustrating year 

last year,” Ackley said. “We were 
young and we had injuries and 
our numbers were down. It was 
not the best year we’ve had, 
coming off back-to-back 19-5 
seasons.”

Seniors who graduated off the 
team last year were: Taylor Kirk-
patrick, Brooklyn Baldwin and 
Cara Walters.

“We have 12 kids dressing var-
sity this year,” Ackley said. “One 
of them will not be eligible to 
play until the 12th game.”

Miami Trace has three seniors 
again this year: Alexis Schwartz, 
Kyla Johnston and Harmonee 
Napier.

“Lexi has lettered the last 
three years on varsity,” Ackley 
said. “She is an extremely good 
role player. She works extremely 
hard and has a high basketball 
IQ. She has been a great pro-
gram kid from youth all the way 
up.

“Kyla Johnston is also a four-
year letterman,” Ackley said. 
“She sustained an injury that 
cost her her entire junior season. 
She’s battled back. She got to 
play with us quite a bit over the 
summer, which helped her a lot, 
as far as gaining more confi-
dence in her leg.

“Kyla’s very smart and a good 
passer,” Ackley said. “She played 
point guard as a seventh and 
eighth grader and that really 
helps her, even though now she 

plays a three or four spot for us. 
She can also play a five.

“Kyla and Lexi can both do a 
lot of different things,” Ackley 
said. “We’re going to ask them to 
do some things differently than 
what they’ve done in the past. 
Kyla will be a big factor in what 
we do, as well as Lexi.

“Harmonee Napier is our third 
senior,” Ackley said. “Harmonee 
started varsity for us last year 
and got a lot of playing time. 
Later in the year, when we got 
some people back, she did play 
some j-v, too. She had some 
really good j-v games. She had 
26, I think it was, in a j-v game 
when we played Washington 
Court House.

“Harmonee is a really good 
kid,” Ackley said. “She’s very 
quick and athletic. She has a 
good skill set and works very 

hard. We see her as an important 
role player for us moving for-
ward.”

Miami Trace has three juniors: 
Tori Riley, Hanna Reisinger and 
Samantha Ritenour.

“Tori will split time between 
the j-v and the varsity,” Ackley 
said. “Tori’s a very smart kid; 
she works very hard. We want to 
maximize quarters for everyone. 
We’re going to try and get Tori 
five quarters a night. She’s an 
undersized post player, but, she’s 
very heady and has a good face-
up game. She can shoot the ball 
from 15-20 feet pretty consis-
tently, so, we like what she does. 
She has a great attitude.

“Sam Ritenour had a huge 
summer for us,” Ackley said. 
“We took our kids to the 
Strength Lab over the summer, 
three days a week. I think Sam 

benefited from that more than 
anybody. By the end of the sum-
mer, she was a different player.

“She had another excep-
tional volleyball season for coach 
(Doug) Mace,” Ackley said. 
“She was named First Team, All-
SCOL and Second Team, All-Dis-
trict. We’re hoping it carries over 
into basketball. She’s a lot more 
confident kid. People will see a 
huge difference in her because of 
the minutes she gained last year 
and the experience. The second 
half of last year, she played well 
and it’s kind of snow-balled. 
Over the summer, she was great 
and as we went on, she kept get-
ting better.

“Hanna Reisinger was another 
of our kids who battled injury,” 
Ackley said. “She lost her entire 
soccer season (in 2014). She 
came to play with us, but, she 

couldn’t always practice. I would 
say she was never 100 percent 
last year.

“She handled the ball for us 
and will again this year,” Ackley 
said. “She’s very smart and a 
very athletic kid. We believe 
just now she’s coming into her 
own. She’s been very impres-
sive this preseason in practice. 
She’s matured a lot. She’s always 
been a hard worker, but, she’s 
playing with a lot more urgency 
now. I think she sees that this 
is her time to step her game up 
and she has certainly done that 
through our first scrimmage and 
in practice.

“She’s a very capable shooter,” 
Ackley said. “There’s not much 
she can’t do. She’s a good 
defender. We expect a lot from 
her.”

Sophomores this year are: Tan-
ner Bryant, Victoria Fliehman, 
Morgan Miller and Rachel 
Campbell.

“Rachel Campbell will split 
time between the j-v and the 
varsity,” Ackley said. “She’s 6-1 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2015-16 MIAMI TRACE VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Alexis Schwartz, Harmonee Napier, Kyla Johnston; (middle, 
l-r); Tanner Bryant, Becca Ratliff, Morgan Miller, Hanna Reisigner, Cassidy Lovett, Victoria Fliehman; (back, l-r); coach Randy 
Welsh, Tori Riley, Sam Ritenour, Rachael Campbell, Thitichaya Kanjana, j-v coach Kasey Bryant and head coach Ben Ackley.

Miami Trace Varsity Girls Basketball
Fri., Nov. 20 Circleville Away 6 p.m.
Sat., Nov. 21 Madison Plains Away noon
Tues., Nov. 24 East Clinton Away 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Nov. 28 Washington Away noon
Wed., Dec. 2 Clinton-Massie Home 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 5 Wilmington Home 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 9 Hillsboro Away 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 12 Chillicothe Home noon
Wed., Dec. 16 McClain Home 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19 Unioto Home 11 a.m.
Tues., Dec. 22 vs. London at Greeneview H.S. 

6:30 p.m.
in McDonald’s Holiday Tournament
Wed., Dec. 23 vs. Greeneview or Madison 

Plains
in McDonald’s Holiday Tournament 6:30 or 

8 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 28 Jonathan Alder Away 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 2 Washington Home 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 6 East Clinton Home 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 9 Clinton-Massie Away noon
Wed., Jan. 13 Wilmington Away 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 16 Hillsboro Home 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 20 Chillicothe Away 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 23 McClain Away 5:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 26 Logan Elm Home 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 30 Ross SE Away noon
Times listed are starting times for j-v games, 

except for McDonald’s Holiday Tournament
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and moves very well. She’s very 
polished on the offensive end. 
She does a good job of playing 
with her back to the basket. She 
scored some big buckets for us 
last year as a freshman. She’s 
continuing to get stronger and 
get better on the defensive end. 
We want to make sure we maxi-
mize her quarters because we 
believe she has a bright future.

“Morgan Miller played j-v and 
some varsity for us last year,” 
Ackley said. “She’ll play on both 
squads this year. Morgan is an 
extremely hard worker, very 
athletic. She’ll be moving back 
and forth. She can guard most 
positions on the fl oor. She’s a 
very willing listener who does 
everything she can to help us. 
She works hard and has a great 
attitude.

“Victoria Fliehman averaged 
16 or 17 points a game last year 
for Wilmington,” Ackley said. 
“She was a unanimous First 
Team, All-SCOL player. She has 
possibly the highest basketball 
IQ of any kid I’ve ever coached. 
She handles the ball extremely 
well. You can tell she’s the daugh-
ter of a coach.

“She will be a pleasant addi-
tion to everything we do,” Ack-
ley said. “There’s nothing that 
she can’t do. She’s an exceptional 
shooter; she handles the ball 
well; she can guard all fi ve posi-
tions on the fl oor. A lot of times 
we will have her guarding the 

best player on the other team. 
She’s very versatile. She has a 
great attitude. She’s very accept-
ing of everything we’re asking 
her to do. All the kids seem to 
love her.

“She has to sit the fi rst 11 
games,” Ackley said. “She can 
practice with us, but she can’t 
scrimmage or play the fi rst 11 
games. So, we will anxiously 
await game No. 12.”

Miami Trace’s 12th game of 
the season will be Dec. 23 in the 
second round of the McDonald’s 
Holiday Tournament against 
either Greeneview or Madison 
Plains at Greeneview H.S.

“I’ve never had a sophomore 
who has worked harder than 
Tanner Bryant,” Ackley said. 
“The strength and condition-
ing has made a huge difference 
in her. She plays big-time AAU 
basketball and travels all over in 
the spring and summer and it 
defi nitely shows. She puts a lot 
of time into her game. She’s a 
totally different kid than she was 
this time last year.

“(With) the surrounding cast 
we have with her, she’ll be a little 
better,” Ackley said. “Hopefully, 
that will take some of the pres-
sure off. She started for us last 
year and was a unanimous First 
Team, All-SCOL player. She was 
Second Team, All-District as a 
freshman, which very rarely hap-
pens.

“She has a great attitude and 

is a very good leader,” Ackley 
said. “She does things the right 
way each and every day. She has 
really increased her range. She 
has worked with Mike Henry 
throughout the summer and he 
has really helped her. I think 
people will see how hard she’s 
worked.”

Miami Trace has two fresh-
men: Cassidy Lovett and Becca 
Ratliff.

“Cassidy will play a majority of 
varsity and probably just a little 
bit of j-v,” Ackley said. “Cass is 
little, but, we believe she can 
have the same effect on teams as 
Taylor Polley does for McClain.

“She’s very good defensively,” 
Ackley said. “She has a nose for 
the basketball. She never gets 
tired; she works extremely hard. 
She’s another kid who worked 
with Mike Henry on a lot of her 
shots over the summer and fall. 
Her offensive game has gotten 
a lot better. We see her getting 
a lot of varsity minutes. Her 
energy is contagious and makes 
those around her a lot better. 
We look forward to a very bright 
future for Cassidy Lovett.

“At this point, we feel like we 
have eight starters,” Ackley said. 
“We’ve told our kids that from 
day one. Our lineup can change 
each and every game. There are 
not necessarily any guarantees; 
they’re going to have to come to 
practice every day with a blue 
collar mentality and show us 

what they have. The kids who 
are deserving are going to get 
the playing time.

“Becca Ratliff is another small-
er guard,” Ackley said. “Becca 
is very polished, offensively. She 
does a lot of things that most 
freshmen can’t do with the bas-
ketball. She’s also very scrappy 
on defense. Becca will play and 
be the j-v point guard, but, we’ll 
also move her up, depending on 
the match-ups. In a lot of pro-
grams, she would move up to the 
varsity right away.

“We think that between her 
and Cass and our other kids, 
we’re deeper than we’ve ever 
been since we’ve been at Miami 
Trace,” Ackley said. “We have 
fi ve kids that can legitimately 
play the point in Victoria, Cas-
sidy, Tanner, Hannah or Becca. 
There are not too many teams 
that can say they feel comfort-
able with fi ve different people 
handling the ball and running 
the show.

“These kids have worked 
extremely hard,” Ackley said. 
“They challenge each other each 
and every day in practice. We 
want the kids to fi ght and claw 
for everything they get. Our kids 
have really bought into that. 
Practices have been very enjoy-
able. It’s been fun to watch this 
group grow and get better every 
day.

“We had the best off-season at 
Miami Trace since we’ve been 

here as a staff,” Ackley said. “We 
had 16 to 18 kids three or four 
days a week, shooting between 
200 and 300 shots a day. And 
driving 45 minutes one way to 
lift weights and work out for 
another hour. We hope that this 
pays off for them. We’ve got to 
stay injury-free. We’ve got to 
have kids buy-in to their roles. 
We’ve got a lot of very talented 
people, but, there’s never been 
a group that’s been great, or 
even good, for that matter, that 
doesn’t come with a lot of sacri-
fi ce.

“Some kids will have to 
sacrifi ce shots, some will have 
to sacrifi ce minutes,” Ackley 
said. “We have great kids and 
we have no doubt that they will 
all buy into that. We think that 
we’re deep enough. We want 
to get back to the way we were 
playing two or three years ago, 
pressuring the ball, playing a lot 
of man defense, trying to take 
people out of their comfort zone, 
rebound the ball well and try to 
be as sound, offensively, as pos-
sible.”

Members of the coaching 
staff include: Randy Welsh, var-
sity assistant; Kasey Bryant, j-v 
coach; Jenna Persinger, director 
of operations; Bret Schwartz, 
eighth grade and Jenny Stewart, 
seventh grade.

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-3611, ext. 
1104, or on Twitter @choppes1
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Lady Lions looking for off ensive renewal
By Chris Hoppes
choppes@civitasmedia.com

The Washington Lady Blue 
Lions are gearing up for the 
2015-16 basketball season under 
the direction of head coach John 
Persinger.

Washington placed fi fth in the 
SCOL last year with a record of 
6-8.

Chillicothe and McClain tied 
for the league title with identical 
12-2 records.

Clinton-Massie was third at 
10-4 and Hillsboro had its best 
fi nish since the SCOL reformed, 
taking fourth place at 8-6.

Miami Trace and Wilmington 
tied for sixth at 4-10 and East 
Clinton was eighth at 0-14.

Washington had eight seniors 
last year: Carleigh Chaffi ns, 
Emma Anderson, Bailey Jenkins, 
Morgan Harper, Kaylee Noel, 
Sydney Walker, Katelyn Althouse 
and Gabby Cooper.

Washington has four seniors 
on this year’s team: Jaycie 
McRoberts, Alexis Gray, Wendy 
Hawk and Maddy Hilderbrand.

“Jaycie is going to play point 
for us, a shooting guard for us,” 
Persinger said. “We’re going 
to count on her a lot for good 
senior leadership. We’ve got 
so many freshmen involved, 
but, we’re really relying on our 

seniors to have a great attitude 
and show the right work ethic.

“We’ll have a point guard by 
committee,” Persinger said. 
“Everyone will have to handle 
the ball at certain times.

“Alexis Gray is another 
senior,” Persinger said. “We’re 
expecting big things from her 
this year. This will be her fi rst 
year being on the varsity full 
time. We had a scrimmage with 
Westfall and she had a breakout 
quarter. She was able to come 
up with some steals and go in 

for some layups. She just needs 
a bit more confi dence and she’ll 
be able to help us out a lot. She’s 
got nice, long arms, so, we’re 
hoping she can be pretty scrappy 
on defense.

“Wendy Hawk (another 
senior) has fl irted with varsity 
for the last three years,” Pers-
inger said. “I think we tried her 
as a freshman. She played a lot 
of j-v as a sophomore. She was 
full-time varsity last year. She’s 
off to a really good start. She’s 
working hard. Jeff King (a coach 

at many levels at Miami Trace 
since 1989, now the assistant 
coach for Persinger) was sur-
prised to see how strong and fast 
she is and how hard she goes to 
the basket.

“She’s always played a post,” 
Persinger said. “We’re going 
to try her as a three, as a wing 
player who drives to the basket. 
So far in practice, she’s shooting 
the ball well from the outside.

“Maddy Hilderbrand is 
another senior,” Persinger said. 
“This is her fi rst year on varsity. 

She’s a left-hander. She’s a good 
shooter from the outside. Hope-
fully she can come off the bench 
and help us.”

Washington has one junior, 
Savanna Wallace, on varsity.

“She played a little bit of var-
sity last year,” Persinger said. 
“But, this will be her fi rst year 
on varsity. She’s a good outside 
shooter.”

There are no sophomores on 
the varsity, Persinger said.

Washington will have four 
freshmen on the varsity ros-
ter: Hannah Haithcock, Tabby 
Woods, Kassidy Hines and 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2015-16 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION BASKETBALL TEAMS — Above are the combined varsity and junior-varsity basketball 
teams. (front, l-r); Maddie Helterbrand, Alexis Gray, Jaycie McRoberts, Wendy Hawk; (middle, l-r); Breanna Taylor, Savanna 
Davis, Megan Downing, Tabby Woods, Kassidy Hines, Delaney Greer, Ally Funari, Maddy Garrison; (back, l-r); head coach John 
Persinger, j-v coach Regan Fabb, Taylor Smith, Savannah Wallace, Hannah Haithcock, Victoria Jones, Maddy Jenkins, Raven 
Haithcock, Tahja Pettiford, assistant coach Jeff King and trainer, Josh Wiemels.

Washington Varsity Girls Basketball
Fri., Nov. 20 Minford - 

at Paint Valley H.S. 7:45 p.m.
Tues., Nov. 24 Wilmington Home 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Nov. 28 Miami Trace Home noon
Wed., Dec. 2 Chillicothe Away 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 5 East Clinton Home 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 9 McClain Away 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 12 Hillsboro Home 5:30 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 14 Madison Plains Home 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 16 Clinton-Massie Home 5:30 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 18 Fairfi eld (Leesburg) 

Home 5:30 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 22 Huntington Home 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 30 Circleville Home 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 2 Miami Trace Away 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 6 Wilmington Away 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 9 Chillicothe Home 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 13 East Clinton Away 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 16 McClain Home 5:30 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 18 Ross SE Away 5 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 20 Hillsboro Away 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 23 Clinton-Massie Away 5:30 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 25 North Adams Away 6 p.m.
Mon., Feb. 1 Lynchburg-Clay Away 6 p.m.
Times listed are starting times for j-v games 

with the exception of Nov. 20
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Maddy Jenkins.
“Hannah will be our starting 

post player,” Persinger said. 
“She’s 5-11, getting close to six-
foot. I think she’s still growing a 
little bit. She’s definitely a force 
inside. She’s got a nice outside 
shot. We’re trying to get her to 
shoot more from the outside. 
She’s a good leader. She just 
keeps working hard. We’re going 
to rely on her a lot. There’s 
going to be a lot required of 
Hannah. She can handle the 
ball up top; she can make great 
passes, she’s a good rebounder, a 
nice offensive threat.

“Tabby Woods has a great atti-
tude,” Persinger said. “She lis-
tens well. She works hard. She’s 
fast and quick.

“Kassidy Hines brings a nice 
outside shot,” Persinger said. 
“She hasn’t been looking to 
shoot. We’re on her to shoot the 
ball.

“Maddy Jenkins is another 

freshman,” Persinger said. “She’s 
the younger sister of Bailey 
Jenkins. She’s taller than Bailey. 
She’s aggressive and fast.”

Washington graduated almost 
all of their offense from last year, 
according to Persinger.

“We are bringing back just 
4.1 points per game,” Persinger 
said.

“We’re practicing all together 
this year for the first time,” Pers-
inger said. “We’ve always had a 
different practice for the varsity 
and j-v teams.”

On the coaching staff, Regan 
Fabb returns as the j-v coach. 
Assisting Fabb will be Chris 
Taylor.

“We’re sad that Tom Bath is 
not going to be with us,” Pers-
inger said. “But we knew that 
last season was going to be his 
last on the staff.

“Jeff King will be my assistant 
coach,” Persinger said. “I’m 
ecstatic to have him. We’ve 

always coached against each 
other (at the junior high level).”

Washington will not have a 
freshman team this year, Pers-
inger said.

Tyler Rhodus (varsity base-
ball and girls soccer coach) will 
coach the eighth grade team this 
season.

Todd Wallace is the seventh 
grade coach.

Washington has a total of 19 
participants in the basketball 
program in grades 9-12.

With nine on the varsity 
roster, Persinger said that he is 
looking for three or four other 
girls who will dress with the var-
sity team. That decision was yet 
to be made at the time Persinger 
spoke with the Record-Herald.

As it almost always seems to, 
staying injury-free will be crucial 
for the Lady Lions’ success, 
Persinger noted.

“If we stay injury-free, we 
should be very competitive,” 

Persinger said.
Persinger spoke about the 

SCOL for 2015-16.
“The SCOL is going to be a 

super league to watch,” Pers-
inger said. “Anyone is going to 
be able to knock anyone off.

“East Clinton has a strong 
freshman class coming in,” Pers-
inger said. “They’re going to be 
very competitive. I think they’re 
going to be able to beat some 
teams this year.”

Steven Gerber returns as head 
coach of the Lady Astros.

“Wilmington played mostly 
freshmen last year,” Persinger 
said. “They were in a lot of 
games last year, but, they had 
a rough season. They’re losing 
their best freshman (Victoria 
Fliehman, who will be playing 
for Miami Trace after sitting out 
the mandatorily-required first 
11 games of the season). I think 
they’re going to be able to sur-
prise some people.”

Wilmington has Mark Short 
returning as head coach.

“McClain is going to miss 
Shania Massie, because they’ve 
relied on her so much,” Pers-
inger said of the 2015 graduate. 
“The cupboard is not bare. They 
still have Taylor Polley. They 
have (Beth) Montgomery return-
ing. They’re going to be as tough 
as usual.”

Jerrod Haines returns as Lady 
Tigers head coach. “He does a 
fine job,” Persinger said.

“Hillsboro loses a lot,” Pers-
inger said. “But, they have the 
coaching staff back, led by J.R. 
Moberly. They’ll do a fine job; 
they’ll be competitive.

“Clinton-Massie has (Miquela) 
Santoro returning,” Persinger 
said. “Carlos (Roberts) returns 
as their head coach. They had a 
great year last year and I imag-
ine they’ll have another good 

See RENEWAL | 15
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Fondale new Miami Trace wrestling coach
By Dan Roberts
Special for the Record-Herald

There has been a great consis-
tency in the Miami Trace wres-
tling program over the years.

They win championships.
The Panthers have won 13 

league titles in the past 25 sea-
sons.

Twelve Sectional titles have 
been earned and a total of 15 
McDonald’s/Miami Trace cham-
pionship trophies have been 
won.

The new school district motto 
is, “Maintaining Traditions/Mak-
ing Transitions.”

It is most appropriate as the 
Miami Trace wrestling program 
has named a young coach to 
guide the program.

Former head coach, Jack 
Anders, decided to step down 
after capably guiding the Pan-
ther program for several seasons.

Ben Fondale steps up into the 
role of head coach.

The fourth-year high school 
math teacher has a strong back-
ground in the sport of wrestling. 
He was a four-time State quali-
fier, placing twice and earning 
All-State honors.

Fondale grew up in New Lex-
ington competing for the Pan-
thers where his father, Steve, was 
the head coach. Younger brother, 
Adam, competed on the same 
teams with him. The influence 
on Ben’s coaching comes from 
several sources.

“My father influenced my 
style of coaching but so has Paul 
Kaiser (Head Coach of Athens), 
Shawn Enright (Ohio U. NCAA 
qualifier) and David Ratliff (New 
Lexington graduate and asst. 
coach).

“Their intensity with drilling 
technique, conditioning and how 
to handle live matches all rubbed 

off on me.”
Miami Trace graduated a 

wealth of talent from last sea-
son’s squad. Gone are multiple 
time State qualifiers Bryson Lay-
tart, Russell Miller and Jerimiah 
Jones.

Four-year starter Travis 
Grooms and two-time District 
qualifier Cesar Aveja have 
departed along with Drew How-
ard.

“We are young. But we do 
have experience,” commented 
Fondale.

Returning with some experi-
ence at the varsity level are 
seniors Austin Lovett, Matthew 
Hottinger and Skylar Morris.

All have qualified at least once 
to the District Tournament.

Lovett will wrestle at 152 
pounds. He was a SCOL Cham-
pion in 2015 and was quarter-
back of the Panther football team 
this season.

“This is his time to shine,” 
says Fondale. “He has been loyal 
to the program.”

Hottinger put together an 
excellent season a year ago, win-
ning the Beavercreek Invitational 
and finishing third at the league 
championships.

Morris hit his stride late in the 
season winning a SCOL title at 
heavyweight and then finishing 
second at the Division II Sec-
tional Tournament.

Miami Trace has the potential 
to be strong in the lower middle 
weights.

A pair of talented sophomores 
lead the contingent.

Coby Hughes (126/132) and 
Gavin Moore (132/138) both 
were 30 match winners a season 
ago.

Hughes was second at both 
the Beavercreek and SCOL 
Tournaments before reaching the 
District with a third place finish 

at Sectionals. He was one win 
away from reaching the State 
as a freshman. Moore placed 
second at the SCOL and reached 
the District as an alternate as a 
freshman.

Derrick Moore (138/145) and 
Drake Litteral (145) are key 
returners to the middle weights. 
Both are juniors.

Moore peaked at the right 
time finishing well in late season 
tournaments with third place 
finishes at Beavercreek, SCOL 
and Sectional and a fourth place 
finish at the McDonald’s/Miami 
Trace.

Litteral saw limited action last 
season on the varsity level but 
is athletic and well prepared for 
success on the mat this year.

Tim Chaney is another junior 
with varsity experience. He was 
13-11 last year at 106 pounds. 
Chaney reached the District 
Tournament as a freshman at 
the same weight class. He is 
expected to compete there again 
this season.

There are several young wres-
tlers working to make the start-
ing line-up. The competition is 
keen.

B.J. Anders (170), Jared 
Fenner (195), Mason Cook 
(160), Dalton Bartley (220) 

and Collin Wolfe (285) have 
each come through the Panther 

Miami Trace varsity wrestling
Sat., Dec. 5 Cambridge Invit. Away 9 a.m.
Sat., Dec. 12 Jimmy Mac Duals Away 9:30 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 17 Wilmington Tri Away 6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 18 Fricker’s Duals Arcbold 2 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19 Fricker’s Duals Arcbold 10 a.m.
Mon., Dec. 28 Defiance Away 9 .m.
Tues., Dec. 29 Defiance Away 10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 7 Chillicothe Tri Away 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 9 Beavercreek Classic Away 8 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 14 Washington dual Away 6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 21 McClain Tri Home 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 30 MT/McDonald’s Invit. Home 10 a.m.
Sat., Feb. 6 SCOL at East Clinton 10 a.m.
Miami Trace Jr. High wrestling
Sat., Dec. 5 Beavercreek Duals Away 10 a.m.
Sat., Dec. 12 Blanchester Invit. Away 10 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 17 Wilmington Tri Away 6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19 Granville Invit. Away 9 a.m.
Wed., Dec. 23 Falcon Invit. @ Fair. Union 10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 7 SCOL Tri @ Chillicothe 6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 14 Washington dual Away 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 16 New Lex Invit. Away 10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 21 SCOL Tri Home 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 30 Hillsboro Invit. Away 10 a.m.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2015-16 MIAMI TRACE VARSITY WRESTLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Austin Lovett, 
Skyler Morris, Matthew Hottinger; (second row, l-r); Colin Wolffe, Jared Fenner, 
Drake Litteral, Dereck Moore, B.J. Anders; (third row, l-r); Jaymon Flugher, Skyler 
Havens, Jacob Tinkler, Coby Hughes, Gavin Moore, Dylan Murphy; (fourth row, l-r); 
Josh Liff, Jarron DeBold, Dylan Arnold, Bladeth Leaman, Wesley Gandee, Dalton 
Bartley; (back, l-r); Charley Knaub, Cole Howland, Brandon King, Christopher 
Walker, David McElwain, Eian Mullings, Kale Howard, Jacob Morris and Jotham 
Lewis.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2015-16 MIAMI TRACE MIDDLE SCHOOL WRESTLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Luke 
Zimmerman, Mcale Callahan, Storm Duffy, Camron Lacure, J.J. Puckett, Graham 
Carson; (second row, l-r); Cody Petee, Zach Tinkler, Alex Smith, Corbin Gargyi, 
Dalton Minshall, Gage Miller, Matthew Haddox; (third row, l-r); Blaine Shaffer, 
Dawson Wallace, Kayleb Terhune, David Tyndall, Luke Henry, Derek Mitchum; (back, 
l-r); Reed Gargyi, Jarad Kuhn, J.T. Warner, Aaron Morris and Grant DeBruin.

See FONDALE | 14
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Blue Lion wrestling — the will to win
By Dan Roberts
Special for the Record-Herald

The more things change, the 
more they stay the same.

Entering his 15th season as 
the head wrestling coach of 
Washington High School, Louis 
Reid knows exactly what he 
wants his team to accomplish.

“Our goals are the normal 
ones we set each year,” Reid 
said. “It starts with a full line-up. 
You have to have a full team to 
compete well. We want to win 
the SCOL title, have a winning 
dual meet record, fi nish among 
the top three teams at all tourna-
ments including the very tough 
32-team Wheeling Park Invita-
tional and to win the Division II 
Sectional Tournament.”

The Washington wrestling 
team reloads after graduating 
several outstanding seniors from 
their SCOL runner-up team who 
also reached the State Dual Meet 
Regional Championships and fi n-
ished strong within the top three 
at the Sectional and seventh at 
the Division II District.

Gone due to graduation are 
Shawn Murphy (more than 150 
career wins), Skylar Hester 
(2015 State qualifi er), Seth 
Haines (2014 SCOL Champion) 
and Austin Payne.

A strong contingent of return-

ing wrestlers greatly enhances 
the team’s chances of reaching 
all their goals. Led by returning 
State qualifi er and senior, Mason 
McCane, the Blue Lions have 
excellent scoring potential in the 
upper weights.

McCane won 45 matches as 
a junior at 182 pounds. A year 
more advanced with weight 
training and experience at the 
national level competing with 
a Dayton-based team, McCane 
went 6-3 at the Disney Duals.

Another senior member on 
the team is Stephen Willis at 
195 pounds. He was ranked as 
high as 16th in the state before 
being sidelined with injuries last 
season.

Junior Trevor Hicks moves 
up to heavyweight, switching 
places with sophomore Derrick 
Wade who moves down to 220 
pounds this season. The formi-
dable tandem both reached the 
District Tournament in 2015 
and won two bouts before being 
eliminated from qualifying to the 
State Tournament.

Tre Thomas anchors the lower 
weights. The junior was a 2015 
District qualifi er. He will com-
pete at either 113 or 120 pounds.

Conner Christman, a junior, 
won more than 20 matches 
on the reserve level last year. 
He will make the jump to 126 

pounds this year at the varsity 
level.

Austin Hixon had over 20 
wins last year before Skylar Hes-
ter returned to the team at 138 
pounds putting Hixon out of the 
starting group.

Hester made it to the State. 
Hixon has two seasons to do 
likewise moving up to either 145 
or 152 pounds.

Zane Nelson was a 20 match 
winner last season placing third 
at the SCOL. He will be at 132 
pounds this season.

Chris Conger ended last sea-

son injured but still accumulated 
28 wins. He is expected to com-
pete at 138 pounds.

Eric Barden, a senior, was a 
District qualifi er in 2015. He 
will wrestle opposite of Hixon at 
either 145 or 152 pounds.

Incoming freshmen with 
excellent potential are Levi 
Clay, Collin George, and Colton 
McNichols. All three were Junior 
High State qualifi ers. Clay and 
George are in the lower weights 
while McNichols will begin the 

season at 195 pounds. He is a 
National Champion at the Youth 
Nationals.

Washington will host two 
wrestling tournaments this 
season. The WCH Duals will 
feature returning champion 
New Lexington. Later in the 
season Washington will conduct 
a bracket style tournament with 
eight teams competing. The 
Blue Lions will compete at the 
Nelsonville York Invitational and 
also at the Franklin Invitational.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2015-16 WASHINGTON BLUE LION WRESTLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Mason McCane, 
Austin Hixon, Jerry Knapp, Steven Willis; (second row, l-r); Chanee Hall, Devin 
Slagle, Courtney Walker, Aurora Wilson, Chris Conger, Collin George, Levi Clay, 
Chris Martin; (third row, l-r); Samuel Willis, Jay Fettig, Alan Bailey, Eli Shaw, Ethen 
Stewart, Colten McNicholas, Caden Smith; (fourth row, l-r); Jaelyn Mason, Derrick 
Wade, Trevor Hicks, Conner Chrisman, Zane Wilson, Zane Nelson, Tre Thomas; (back, 
l-r); coaches Marlin Ellis, Roger Wilson, head coach Louis Reid and coach Ryan Wells.

Washington varsity wrestling
Sat., Dec. 5 Franklin Invit. Away 10 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 17 @ McClain, Chillicothe Away 

6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19 Washington Duals Home 10 a.m.
Mon., Dec. 28 Invitational @ Wheeling Park, 

WV 10 a.m.
Tues., Dec. 29 Invitational @ Wheeling Park, 

WV 10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 7 E. Clinton, Wil., Home 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 9 Nelsonville York Away 10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 14 Miami Trace Home 6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 15 Marion County Invit. Away tba
Sat., Jan. 16 Marion County Invit. Away tba
Thurs., Jan. 21 @ Hills., C-Massie Away 6 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 6 SCOL at East Clinton 10 a.m.
Sat., Feb. 13 WHS Tournament 10 a.m.
Washington MS wrestling
Sat., Dec. 5 WMS Duals Home 10 a.m.
Sat., Dec. 12 Amanda-Cleercreek Invit. Away 

10 a.m.
Thur., Dec. 17 @ McClain, Chill. Away 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 2 Circleville Invit. Away 10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 7 E. Clinton, Wil. Home 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 9 Circleville Tourn. Away 9 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 14 Miami Trace Home 6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 21 @ Hills., C-Massie Away 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 23 WMS Tournament 10 a.m.
Sat., Jan. 30 SCOL at Hillsboro 10 a.m.
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Kasberg new Blue Lion swim coach
By Chris Hoppes
choppes@civitasmedia.com

Katie Kasberg takes over as the new 
head coach of the Washington High 
School swim team for 2015-16.

Kasberg, a graduate of Pickerington 
High School, has been a swimming coach 
at the YMCA level for over a decade.

“I was up in Columbus, out on the east 
side,” Kasberg said. “I’ve been coaching 
here at the ‘Y’ for about five years now. 
I coach the Tsunamis; we’re an 18 and 
under swim team. Anyone under the age 
of 18 who can swim a lap in the pool can 
come and swim for us. We have a lot of 
fun. We get about, usually, between 16 and 
20 kids. We swim all over central Ohio 
against other ‘Y’ teams.

“This is my first year coaching high 
school,” Kasberg said.

“I think we’re going to be in a rebuilding 
year this year,” Kasberg said. “I’ll be the 
third coach in three years and that lack of 
continuity sometimes is a little discourag-
ing.

“I think we’ve got some strong pros-
pects this year,” Kasberg said. “We’ve got 
some returning seniors, some good return-
ing swimmers, overall. But, we’re definite-
ly going to be rebuilding this year.

“I’m looking forward to getting to know 

the kids,” Kasberg said. “I’ve been looking 
forward to it. They’ve been great so far; 
a lot of hard work. I think that’s what it 
takes, especially building up a team. It’s 
going to be a lot of hard work. But, I’ve 
seen a lot of hard work out of them.

“So, working hard, having some fun,” 
Kasberg said. “Hanging out together 
and hopefully, winning some races. And, 
improving our times. Really, more than 
winning races, it’s about improving per-
sonal best times.

“You’re really measuring against, ‘how 
did I do last time?’” Kasberg said. “‘How 
can I improve for next time?’”

The swim season begins Dec. 8 with a 
home meet at 5 p.m.

There will be home meets on Jan. 5, 
Jan. 12, Jan. 23 and Feb. 2 along with a 
meet at McClain High School on Jan. 9.

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-3611, ext. 1104, or on 
Twitter @choppes1

Courtesy photo
2015-16 WASHINGTON BLUE LION BOYS SWIM TEAM — (l-r); Kyler Runk, Jakob Snyder, Liam Downing, 
Spencer Minyo and Brody Morris.

Courtesy photo
2015-16 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION SWIM TEAM — (l-r); Brooklyn Wilson, Kirsten List, Skylynn 
Barden, MaryKate VanDyke, Megan Rohrer, Korigan Cline, Camryn Waldrop and Ally Cartwright.

Washington swimming
Tues., Dec. 8 MT, McClain, Hills. Home 5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 12 @ Chill., MT Away 4 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 15 @ Wil., MT Away 7 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 5 Chill., MT, C-M Home 5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 9 @ McClain, MT Away 10 a.m.
Tues., Jan. 12 MT, Wil., C-M Home 5 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 19 Hillsboro Away 5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 23 MT, Hills. Home 1 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 2 Chill., MT Home 5 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 6 SCOL @ Wilmington tba

them last year.
“Offensively, they can do a lot 

of the same things they did last 
year,” Pittser said. “If they need 
to, they can control tempo. I’m 
sure that they’ll play up tempo 
when they can or when need 
be. Of course, they’ll be very 
well coached. They’ll be another 
team in the group beneath 
Wilmington, fighting to be 
toward the top.

“Hillsboro and McClain can 

both be comparable to where 
they were last year, maybe,” 
Pittser said. “Both teams will 
have a chance to be better with 
some returning guard play. 
McClain got a transfer in with 
plenty of size and skill to go with 
it. Going to Hillsboro or going 
to Greenfield is always a tough 
thing to do.

“If there is a wild card in 
the league with a new coach, 
it’s East Clinton,” Pittser said. 
“I’ve known Tony Berlin a long 
time. He’s going to do things 
differently. Tony’s been around 
Wilmington’s program as a player 

and a coach for probably 25-30 
years. So, he’s been around plenty 
of success. My guess is he’ll try 
and bring some of those same 
characteristics to East Clinton. 
Because he’s coming from a place 
that’s had so much success, I 
think he’ll be able to get the kids 
to play hard for him.

“They’ll probably play a little 
more up-tempo with the Floyd 
kid being a year older,” Pittser 
said. “They have their best ball-
handler back.

“Clinton-Massie is a little bit 
of an unknown,” Pittser said. “I 
think they have a fair amount 

of kids back. With them being 
in another district, they’re 
somebody we don’t usually see 
in the summer. They graduated 
Saddler, Santoro and Stiverson.”

On the non-league side of the 
schedule, Miami Trace plays 
Lynchburg-Clay, Dublin Jerome, 
Logan Elm, Ross Southeastern, 
Vinton County and Unioto.

On Dec. 29 and 30, the 
Panthers host the annual 
McDonald’s Holiday Tournament 
and will play London on the first 
night. The other teams again this 
year are Jamestown Greeneview 
and Madison Plains.

“I think we’ll be able to play a 
little more up-tempo than what 
we have in the past,” Pittser said. 
“This has a chance to be one of, 
if not the best, shooting team I’ve 
had. We’ve got some kids who 
can really shoot the ball.

“The teams we had trouble 
with this summer were teams 
that had multiple kids with size,” 
Pittser said. “And, teams that 
play a very physical brand of 
basketball, those are the teams 
that will be the biggest challenge 
for us.”

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-3611, ext. 
1104, or on Twitter @choppes1

From page 5

Panthers
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Miami Trace swim team features many new faces
By Chris Hoppes
choppes@civitasmedia.com

Mary Miller returns for 
her fi fth season as head 
coach of the Miami Trace 
swim team.

The team, whose home 
is the Fayette County 
Family YMCA, placed 
third in the girls SCOL 
standings last year and 
fourth in the boys stand-
ings.

Chillicothe won the 
boys league champion-
ship last season, while 
Wilmington captured the 
league title on the girls’ 
side.

The Record-Herald 
spoke with coach Miller 
early in the process of 
getting ready for the sea-
son and at that time, she 
was still waiting for sev-
eral student-athletes to 
complete other projects 
before they could begin 
to attend practice.

“As of right now, it’s 
probably 20-25 kids,” 
Miller said. “And, that’s 
fewer kids than in the 
past.

“We have a lot of new 
kids this year,” Miller 
said. “So, that will be 
exciting to see how that 
works out for us.

“We had a lot of kids 
graduate from the team 
in 2015,” Miller said.

Last year for Miami 
Trace, four boys made 
First Team, All-SCOL.

Justin Haldeman, Bryce 
Pitstick, Case Webb and 
Jacob Haldeman were 
SCOL champs in the 
200-medley relay.

Justin Haldeman was 

also SCOL champ in the 
100-backstroke.

Justin Haldeman, 
Pitstick and Webb were 
seniors last year.

Webb also placed sec-
ond last year at league 
in the 50-freestyle and 
100-freestyle and Webb, 
along with the Haldeman 
brothers and Pitstick, 
placed second in the 
400-freestyle relay.

Webb placed third at 
Districts in the 50-free-
style and seventh in the 
100-freestyle.

Justin Haldeman, Jacob 
Haldeman, Pitstick and 
Webb also placed fi fth in 
the 200-freestyle relay at 
Districts.

Miami Trace placed 
13th at Districts out of 34 
teams.

On the girls’ side, 
Laura Ginn placed sec-
ond last year at league in 
the 200-freestyle.

Clare Sollars placed 
second in the 500-free-
style and Sollars, along 
with Kiirsten Truex, 
Autumn Self and Ginn, 
placed second in the 
400-freestyle relay.

Ginn, Truex and Self 
all graduated in 2015, 
leaving Sollars as the 
lone returning all-league 
performer for the Miami 
Trace girls.

At the league meet last 
season, it was the fi rst 
time to be conducted at 
Wilmington College fol-
lowing the entrance of 
Wilmington High School 
into the league.

Those events were in 
distances measured in 

meters, not yards, as the 
YMCA pools and the pool 
at McClain High School 
are constructed.

“The races were longer 
and mentally, that effect-
ed some of the kids,” 
Miller said. “That was 
the fi rst time we did that 
for the league meet and 
that was challenging.

“I was very happy with 
the results from the Sec-
tional meet,” Miller said. 
“We ended up sending a 
lot of kids to the District 
meet.”

The swim season 
begins for Miami Trace 
on Dec. 8 with a home 
meet with Washington, 
McClain and Hillsboro 
High Schools.

Miami Trace will have 
additional home meets 
(at the Fayette County 
YMCA) on Jan. 5, Jan. 
12, Jan. 23 and Feb. 2.

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-
3611, ext. 1104, or on Twitter @
choppes1

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2015-16 MIAMI TRACE SWIM TEAM — (front, l-r); Marissa Sheets, Olivia Flerchinger, Keely Smith, Jill 
Sollars, Carissa Hostetter, Claceir Oestreich; (middle, l-r); Madisyn Callahan, Addie Braden, Kim Sollars, 
Tori Morrison, Kaitlyn Taylor, Lauren Truex, Taylor Barrett; (back, l-r); Alex Little, Jacob Haldeman, 
Gretchen Rife, Clare Sollars, Andrea Robinson, Magnus Hansen, Gavin Harper and Isaac Abare.

Miami Trace swimming
Tues., Dec. 8 WHS, Hills., Mc-

Clain Home 5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 12 @ Chill., WHS Away 

4 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 15 @ Wil., C-M, WHS 

Away 7 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 5 WHS, Chill., C-M 

Home 5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 9 @ McClain, WHS, 

C-M Away 10 a.m.
Tues., Jan. 12 WHS, Wil., C-M 

Home 5 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 19 @ Hills., WHS 

Away 5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 23 WHS, Hills., Wil. 

Home 1 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 2 WHS, Chill. Home 

5 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 6 SCOL @ Wilmington 

College tba
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program and will contrib-
ute well when their time 
arises.

The Panthers will travel 
twice to Defiance to com-
pete in tournaments. The 
Fricker’s Duals is an early 
season test of toughness. 
The Panthers no longer 

will head to Brecksville 
or Alliance for the annual 
Top Gun Tournament. 
Instead, they will compete 
in the Cambridge Bobcat 
Tournament. The annual 
McDonald’s/Miami Trace 
Invitational will be held on 
Jan. 30, 2016.

The program goals 
include winning the SCOL 
title and to send two to 
three wrestlers to the State 

finishing among the top 
five teams at the Division 
II District.

Ben Fondale inherits a 
program with talent and 
tradition.

“What I like most about 
this team is how they look 
out for each other. The 
senior leadership from last 
year rubbed off on them. 
It has had a ripple effect. 
There is mutual respect 

for each other. I hope 
our young freshman and 
sophomores see this and 
continue it when they are 
seniors.”

The new wrestling men-
tor wants to continue the 
tradition of hard work 
and intensity being the 
standard everyday in the 
program.

“The wrestlers learned 
the importance of hard 

work from Jack Anders 
and the coaches before 
him. We don’t take days off 
when we should be work-
ing hard. You get better 
everyday! My coaching 
style is more technician 
than brute. But I will relate 
to each style of every wres-
tler and help them figure 
out what moves work best 
for them.”

Assisting Fondale will be 

Jake Garringer who com-
peted for Miami Trace and 
then Ashland University.

Jack Anders will have 
a presence as a volunteer 
coach in the program, both 
at the varsity and junior 
high levels.

The Junior High team 
will be led again by Dan 
Sheets. He will be assisted 
by Mike Callahan and 
Randy Ater.

From page 10

Fondale

WHS bowling program continues to grow
By Martin Graham
mgraham@civitasmedia.com

The two Washington High 
School bowling teams are 
preparing for their upcom-
ing games with about a week 
of practice before the season 
begins.

FOR THE BOYS
Last year the team of boys 

was able to remain undefeated 
in the regular season. After 
graduating four seniors though, 
this team has a bit of catching 
up to do.

“We are in a rebuilding 
(mode) right now,” coach Mark 
Underwood said. “We have 
some pretty good young talent 
though. I think we are going to 
be just fine.”

A “few diamonds in the 
rough” could mean leadership 
from underclassman, according 
to Underwood. After graduat-
ing the few seniors they did 
have, the team is left with 
juniors and younger to carry 
the torch. This does not phase 
Underwood though, who pro-
jected nothing but confidence 
for his team.

“I think we are going to have 
a pretty good season, and will 

definitely surprise a few teams 
this year,” Underwood said. 
“We are returning the SCOL 
average leader, Brandon Under-
wood, who is a sophomore. I 
am expecting him to step up. 
We have a few freshman aver-
aging about 200. We are going 
to be good.”

FOR THE GIRLS
Coach Ron Amore Jr. began 

with praise for his girls team 
that “is better than we have 
ever been at any time and any 
point.” He said that the aver-
ages for the team are better 
and that over the last few years 
the ones who have stuck with it 
have improved.

“I am really excited to begin 
this season,” Amore said. “The 
two senior girls are really 
stepping up as leaders within 
the program. They honestly 
stepped up last year and are 
just progressing well. We have 
some girls from all grades and 
they are all doing a great job.”

Amore Jr. said he is anxious 
to face Miami Trace this year. 
Head-to-head the Blue Lions 
have not beaten them since the 
program began several years 
ago.

“We have beaten them in 

some tournaments, but never 
head-to-head,” Amore Jr. said. 
“This year is the year. We have 
some strong freshmen and the 
team is tighter knit than they 
have ever been and I think that 
is very important. I am proud 
of all of them already and its 
early. I am expecting to make 
Districts again this year and 
I will be disappointed if we 
don’t.”

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 or 
on Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy

2015-2016 Washington High School Girls Bowling Team. (front, l-r); Shelby Mourer, 
Mariah Carter, Kate Jude, Ciarra Thompson, Sammie Arbogast and Kaitlyn Woods. 
(back, l-r); coach Ron Amore Jr., Kelsey Potts, Kaley Perkins, Kalee Crowe, Sierra 
Dawson and coach Mark Underwood.

2015-16 Washington High School Boys Bowling Team (l-r); Alex Behrends, coach Ron 
Amore Jr., Denver Fawcett, Grant Mustain, Dylan Slone, Matthew Daniels, Austin 
Knisley, Greyson Pemperton, Michael Kotlinski, Brandon Underwood, coach Mark 
Underwood and Chase Spangler.

Washington bowling
Tues., Dec. 1 Westfall Away 5 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 2 Miami Trace Home 3:45 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 5 Wellston Away 9 a.m.
Tues., Dec. 8 Clinton-Massie Away 4 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 9 Zane Trace Home 5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 12 J. Alder Bash Away noon
Mon., Dec. 14 McClain Home 3:45 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19 Beast of the East Zanesville 

12:30 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 22 Logan Elm Away 6 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 23 Wilmington Home 3:45 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 2 Chill. Baker Bash Away tba
Mon., Jan. 4 Hillsboro Away 4 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 6 Miami Trace Home 3:45 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 11 Chillicothe Home 4 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 16 Home Bash 9 a.m.
Wed., Jan. 20 Hillsboro Home 3:45 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 21 McClain Away 4 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 26 Wilmington Away 4 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 27 Clinton-Massie Home 4 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 2 Chillicothe Away 4 p.m.
Mon., Feb. 8 SCOL @ Highland Lanes 4:30 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 10 Zane Trace Away 5 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 12 Sectional @ Shawnee Lanes tba
Mon., Feb. 15 Clay Tourney Away tba
Sat., Feb. 20 District @ Zanesville tba
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“He’s Wilmington’s former assis-
tant coach. It’ll be interesting to 
see what he brings.

“McClain has a new coach 

(Jesse Mitchell),” Bartruff said. 
“He’s got a fair amount of tal-
ent coming back. They have a 
move-in from Arkansas who’s 
6-5. He can’t play the first half of 
the season. I think McClain has 
a chance to be one of the biggest 
teams in the league. They always 

play you tough. We split with 
them last year. I think McClain 
is probably our next biggest rival 
after Miami Trace.

“Hillsboro is going to be 
young, I think,” Bartruff said. 
“They have a couple of seniors 
that may contribute. I think for 

the most part, the bulk of their 
talent is going to be young. 
Coach (Bruce) Miles he always 
has new wrinkles and he does a 
nice job.

“Clinton-Massie will probably 
be huge,” Bartruff said. “We beat 
them in two close games last 

year. They graduated the Sad-
dler kid (Cory). He’s playing in 
college. Massie will be a tough 
game, because it will be a physi-
cal game.”

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-3611, ext. 
1104, or on Twitter @choppes1
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year this year.”
Washington had one of its big-

gest wins of the season last year 
when they beat Chillicothe at 
Chillicothe.

“That was the biggest upset 

of the year in the SCOL last 
year,” Persinger said. “They had 
the lead most of the game. In 
the fourth quarter, we got hot. 
They turned the ball over. I still 
remember Bailey Jenkins mak-
ing a big three in the corner for 
us to give us the lead.

“Pat (head coach Beard) is a 
great guy,” Persinger said. “He 
has kids in the gym during the 

summer and that’s a key to a 
successful program. He has the 
league’s leading rebounder, Osh 
Brown, back. And they have a 
lot of good reserve players com-
ing up.

“Miami Trace has a girl who 
played for Wilmington last year 
(Fliehman),” Persinger said. 
“She’ll help them out a lot.

“Tanner Bryant, one of the 

league’s elite freshmen, returns,” 
Persinger said. “I don’t think 
she’s stopped playing basketball 
since last year. She’s going to 
be bigger and stronger than last 
year.

“Hanna Reisinger has a nice 
shot,” Persinger said. “Left 
unguarded, she’ll make anything. 
They’ve got (Samantha) Riten-
our, a big, tall girl inside.

“I think the SCOL title is 
up for grabs,” Persinger said. 
“McClain can win it, Clinton-
Massie can win it. I think Miami 
Trace is going to be tough to 
beat, especially in the second 
half of the season. I can’t really 
pick any one team.”

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-3611, ext. 
1104, or on Twitter @choppes1

From page 9

Renewal

Miami Trace girls bowling aiming for return to State
By Martin Graham
mgraham@civitasmedia.com

Miami Trace bowling is 
starting up and with two teams 
ready to face the opposition, the 
Panthers are sure to be proud.

FOR THE BOYS
Coach Ron Amore Sr. recently 

spoke about his boys team.
“The team in general should 

be pretty decent if they can keep 
their focus. We have definitely 
made some progress, but the 
season will be determined by 
how well they can keep their 
mind on the game.”

With four seniors, and a total 
of 11 boys between the junior 
varsity and varsity teams, the 
Miami Trace Panthers have the 
room to become one of the top 
contenders in the SCOL.

“It’s a little early to tell how 
the season will go,” Amore 
Sr said. “I really like to take 

it game by game, and there is 
quite a bit of time between our 
first and second games so I 
think we will also have that time 
to refine our game. I have a 
junior that is quite capable and 
could very well lead this team. 
We just have to see who steps 
up.”

FOR THE GIRLS
The girls Miami Trace 

bowling team is going into the 
season with all of last year’s 
members making a return. This 
is the team that defeated the 
competition in the SCOL and 
ended up completing its season 
amongst the top 12 teams that 
qualified to go to state.

“We finished twelve out of 
16 and missed top eight by just 
28 pins,” coach Kaleb Taylor 
said. “They were all just juniors 
or younger then. This year we 
have the whole team back plus 
one and a couple of them are 

seniors.”
Taylor said that so far this 

year the team is looking good 
and that he has a few seniors he 
is trying to push hard to really 
understand their game. If the 
seniors can grasp these lessons, 
coach Taylor said he can work 
on the younger girls and get 
them into more consistent 
matches where scores won’t be 
heavy on either end.

“I am hoping to make each 
player interchangeable,” Taylor 
said. “I would like to be able to 
pull a senior out, replace her 
with a freshman and not see any 
change of the game. I honestly 
expect this team to make it to 
top four this year, and perhaps 
further. We have a few matches, 
especially against Hillsboro, 
that are going to be challenging, 
but I am confident in the girls.”

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 or 
on Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy

Martin Graham | Record-Herald photos
2015-16 MIAMI TRACE BOYS BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); head coach Ron Amore 
Sr., Jameson Rowland, Devan Harmon, Gavin Sturgill, Blake Bradshaw, coach Kaleb 
Taylor; (back, l-r); Austin Pickens, Nathan Anderson, Jackson Perkins, Tony Alltop, 
Brandon Hinkley, Quinton Waits.

Martin Graham | Record-Herald photos
2015-16 MIAMI TRACE GIRLS BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Miranda Wheeler, 
McKinzie Miller, Hayley Tipton, Carrie Bennett; (back, l-r); coach Ron Amore Sr., Asia 
Anderson, Katie Zeigler, Macy Detty and head coach Kaleb Taylor.
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