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What is the story behind Memorial Day?
By Bev Mullen
For the Record-Herald

Memorial Day in the United States 
is held on the last Monday in May each 
year. It was established to honor those 
who gave their lives in the service of 
our country.

It typically marks the start of the 
summer vacation season. Many people 
visit cemeteries and memorials and 
American flags are placed on the graves 
of fallen soldiers all across the country.

Memorial Day grew out of the grief 
and tragedy brought on by the Civil 
War. The Civil War was to define what 
type of nation we would have and it 
pitted brother against brother and 
fathers against sons. It has been called 
the bloodiest four years in all of U. 
S. history. When General Robert E. 
Lee surrendered his army to General 
Ulysses S. Grant in 1865, more than 
750,000 Americans in the North and 
the South, more than 2 percent of the 
population, had been killed. In today’s 
numbers, such a percentage would put 
the number of dead close to seven mil-
lion Americans.

The sheer number of casualties made 
death commonplace. Civilians and sol-
diers, alike, struggled to retain some 
sense of normalcy in a country dra-
matically altered by a division of ideals. 
Americans had to find the way and 
means to manage the more than half a 
million deaths of its brothers, fathers 
and sons.

Dying away from home was an espe-
cially distressing prospect for Civil War 
Americans. The last words of the dying 

were given great significance by the 
largely Victorian Christians who were 
in battle. It was believed that a person’s 
last words gave insight into the state of 
the eternal soul of the departed.

Parents and siblings, who were given 
news of dire injuries, rushed to battle-
field hospitals to care for their dying 
loved ones and to witness their final 
moments. Letters from this period are 
filled with soldiers’ wishes to be buried 
in their family plots, and some dying 
soldiers used their last written words to 
describe where they had fallen.

When family came looking for their 
deceased, their search, even if they 
knew generally where to look, often 
ended in anguish. Due to the incredible 
scale of carnage, the bodies of most 
dead soldiers were, of necessity, treated 
impersonally. Though an officer could 
expect that his body would be sent 
home to his family, the remains of the 
enlisted were treated with less care. 
Burial was haphazard and frequently en 
masse, especially if the graves were for 
the enemy dead.

Given the broad reach of death, 
soon after the Civil War ended grass-
roots efforts to honor the dead arose. 
Citizens first sought to identify and 
properly bury fallen soldiers. Edmund 
Burke Whitman, a quartermaster dur-
ing the war, became the superintendent 
of America’s new national cemeteries, 
which were established by Congress 
in 1867. Burke led expeditions to the 
war-torn South to find the buried Union 
dead. With the aid of black troops and 
former slaves, he located more than 
100,000 graves. By 1870, the nation 

had re-interred some 300,000 Union 
soldiers in the new federal cemeteries. 
Roughly 120,000 of them remained 
unidentified.

In April 1865, the month Abraham 
Lincoln was assassinated, African-
Americans in Charleston, South Caro-
lina performed their own re-burial ser-

vice. Most of the city’s white residents 
had deserted the city and, therefore, 
were not around to see the 21st U.S. 
Colored Infantry Regiment march into 
Charleston that spring. Instead, the reg-
iment was greeted by the thousands of 
former 

Photos courtesy of Bev Mullen
The Veterans Memorial in Washington Cemetery.
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slaves who still lived there.
During the fi nal years of 

the war, Confederates had 
converted Charleston’s Wash-
ington Race Course and Jockey 
Club into an outdoor prison, 
and at least 250 Union soldiers 
died there due to exposure 
and disease. In April 1865, a 
small group of black workmen 
re-buried the Union dead who 
had been buried in a mass 
grave behind the track’s grand-
stand. The workmen then built 
a whitewashed fence around 
the new cemetery, naming it 
“Martyrs of the Race Course.”

on May 1, 1865, 10,000 
residents of Charleston, many 
of them former slaves, paraded 
around the old race course 
with the procession led by 
black children carrying fl owers 
and singing. The children were 
followed by black women rep-
resenting the Patriotic Asso-
ciation, a group organized to 
distribute clothing and other 
goods to former slaves.

The women carried baskets 
of fl owers, wreaths and crosses 
to the burial site. Then the 
Mutual Aid Society, a benevo-
lent association of black men, 
marched in cadence around the 
track and into the cemetery, 
followed by large crowds of 
white and black citizens on 

this fi rst Memorial Day. After 
the dedication of the cemetery, 
the crowds regrouped to hear 
speeches, enjoy picnics and 
watch parading Union sol-
diers, much like a modern-day 
Memorial Day.

Approximately 25 cities 
claim to be the fi rst to hold 
Memorial Day services, 
originally called Decoration 
Day due to the fl owers and 
wreaths laid upon the graves 
of the deceased soldiers. For 
example, in March 1866, near-
ly a year after the parade in 
Charleston, the Ladies Memo-
rial Association of Columbus, 
Georgia set aside April 26 as 
a day to “wreath the graves of 
our martyred dead with fl ow-
ers” and encouraged women 
elsewhere to do the same. In 
many Southern states, April 26 
is still celebrated as Confeder-
ate Memorial Day.

But Decoration Day did not 
take on a widespread promi-
nence and become a shared 
day of celebration until May 
1868. John Logan, a retired 
general in the U.S. Army and 
commander-in-chief of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, a 
fraternal organization of Union 
Civil War veterans, set aside 
May 30 of that year “for the 
purpose of strewing with fl ow-
ers, or otherwise decorating, 
the graves of comrades who 
died in defense of their country 
during the late rebellion, and 
whose bodies now lie in almost 

every city, village, hamlet and 
churchyard in the land.”

Eventually, the name of the 
holiday changed from Decora-
tion Day to Memorial Day 
to show that memorializing 
means more than just decorat-
ing the resting place of veter-
ans. Memorial Day became the 
ritual that helped heal the new 
nation that was forged out of 
this devastating war.

With over 116,000 Ameri-
cans killed in World War I, 
Memorial Day was broadened 
in scope in order to honor all 
of America’s war dead. After 
World War II, in which another 
405,000 American lives were 
lost, Memorial Day also 
became a day to pray for peace.

Despite the fact that many 
Americans view the holiday 
only as a three-day weekend, 
many Americans still memo-
rialize the nation’s dead each 
May. For many of us, it is the 
day we place fl owers on the 
graves of parents, siblings and 
grandparents, even though 
they did not serve in the mili-
tary.

Communities across the 
nation will hold ceremonies 
similar to the ones to be held 
in Fayette County on May 
30, ceremonies that spur the 
decorating of graves, attend-
ing parades, giving speeches, 
remembering the dead and 
enjoying food and one another, 
just as the fi rst American cel-
ebrations did 151 years ago.

WE SALUTE YOU!From the  Revolutionary War to 

the War in Iraq, our nation has 

survived and thrived thanks to our 

veterans. Remember their service 

and dedication on this day.

128 S. North Street
Washington C.H., Ohio 43160

(740) 335-1331

Merchants
National Bank

40875980
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Photos courtesy of Bev Mullen
Soldiers’ Row, located in Washington Cemetery, is the burial place of Civil War 
Union Soldiers.

From page 2

History
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Jeffersonville parade to 
honor ‘Desert Storm’ vets
By Bev Mullen
For the Record-Herald

January 16, 2016, marked the 25th 
anniversary of operation Desert 
Storm.

When the country of Iraq missed a 
Jan. 15, 1991 deadline to withdraw its 
troops from Kuwait, President George 
H.W. Bush announced to the nation 
that the 28 countries with forces in the 
Gulf area, agreed that all reasonable 
efforts to reach a peaceful resolution 
to the occupation of Kuwait had been 
exhausted. Therefore, the coalition 
forces, led by the United States, 
launched combat operations to drive 
Saddam Hussein from Kuwait, thus 
starting the Persian Gulf War, also 
known as Desert Storm.

At home, U.S. leadership faced 
severe opposition as it grappled to 
justify its involvement in the war. The 
U.S. government tried to defend its 
involvement by stressing the impor-
tance of oil for the American economy 
and the country’s longstanding friend-
ship with Saudi Arabia. Much of the 
public was unconvinced and “No 
Blood for oil” became one of the most 
prominent anti-war slogans during the 
Gulf War.

on March 3, 1991, Iraq accepted the 

United Nations terms for a ceasefi re. 
The 39-nation coalition consisted of 
670,000 troops from 28 countries. 
Approximately 425,000 of those troops 
were from the United States. one 
hundred forty-eight U.S. soldiers were 
killed in action, 458 were wounded, 
and 121 were killed in non-hostile 
action at an estimated defense cost of 
$61 billion.

Regardless of your feelings regard-
ing this war, as a country we owe a 
debt of gratitude to the 425,000 men 
and women who fought during Desert 
Storm and the hundreds of thousands 
more who supported them from U. S. 
military bases around the world.

That is just what the organizers of 
the 2016 Memorial Day Parade in Jef-
fersonville are doing by honoring Des-
ert Storm veterans during its Memo-
rial Day parade on Monday, May 30.

The parade will step off at 10 a.m., 
led by an honor guard consisting of 
Jeffersonville’s Boy Scout Troop 67 
and Cub Scout Pack 67.

According to Glenn Rankin, one 
of the organizers of the Jeffersonville 
Memorial Day parade, and Scout Mas-
ter of Troop 67, “Any and all veterans 
are invited to participate in the parade. 
There are no entry forms. If you have 
a car or truck, or pile onto a wagon; if 

you are on a motorcycle, a bike, or on 
foot, and would like to participate in 
the parade, be in Jeffersonville by 9:30 
a.m. so we can get you lined up.”

The parade forms at the swimming 
pool on Woodsview, just off Route 
734, and winds around town ending 
at the Veteran’s Memorial. State Rep. 
Gary Scherer, District 92, will be the 
speaker at the Memorial Day Service 
held at the Veteran’s Memorial. Fol-
lowing Rep. Scherer’s remarks, Tracy 
Coe will place a DAR wreath at the 
Memorial.

Rankin, a 30-year veteran of the 
ohio Air National Guard, served 
time in United Arab Emerit in 1991. 
When asked about his experiences 
during Desert Storm, Rankin deftly 
side-stepped the question, indicating 
he “would not trade his experiences 
as a 30-year soldier for anything. The 
camaraderie, the friendships that have 
been maintained for 30 years plus, it 
was all good.”

If you are a veteran, and you do 
not wish to march in the parade, 
Rankin encourages you to attend the 
Jeffersonville parade to feel and see 
the respect that is being paid to all 
Desert Storm veterans, to all veterans 
who gave some and, especially on this 
Memorial Day, to those who gave all.

By Bev Mullen
For the Record-Herald

The remembrance poppy is an artifi cial 
fl ower which has been used since 1921 to 
commemorate military personnel who have 
died in war.

Inspired by the World War I poem, “In Flan-
ders Fields,” written by Canadian soldier John 
McCrae in 1915, it rendered a haunting pic-
ture of the fl owers growing amid the graves of 
World War I. The poppies were fi rst adopted 
by the American Legion and then the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars to commemorate American 
soldiers killed in World War I (1914-1918).

Money made from the sale of the poppies 
went to provide aid to children orphaned by 
the war.

Many nations across the world have adopt-
ed the poppy as a reminder of those who died 
while in service to their country. Military vet-
erans’ groups in England, Canada, Australia 
and New Zealand adopted the poppy as a form 
of remembering. Though still in usage in Eng-
land and Canada, they have all but fallen to 
the wayside in England and the United States.

Memorial 
Day Poppies

Courtesy photo
The remembrance poppy 
is an artificial flower which 
has been used since 1921 
to commemorate military 
personnel who have died in 
war.
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In honor and memory of your loved ones and ours...

We support our Heroes by STILL offering free plots for military veterans.

Wellman Monuments @ Highlawn Cemetery
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County’s heroes remembered
By Robert E. Grim

The Medal of Honor is 
this nation’s highest military 
decoration for valor. only four 
Fayette County men have the 
distinction of being recipients 
of this military award.

All four received their Medal 
of Honor for service in the 
Union Army during the Civil 
War. They are: Corporal Isaac 
Carman, Sgt. Major Francis 
M. McMillien (both buried in 
the Washington Cemetery), 
Corporal Henry Casey (buried 
in the Bloomingburg Cem-
etery) and 1st Lt. David Jones 
(buried in the Good Hope 
Cemetery).

This year marks the 150th 
anniversary of the founding 
of the Grand Army of the 
Republic (GAR), which was 
the nation’s first real veterans’ 
organization created by Union 
Veterans following the Civil 
War. Memorial Day is part of 
their legacy.

Civil War Major General 
John A. Logan was serving as 
the national commander-in-
chief of the GAR in 1868 when 
he issued orders to members 
of all local GAR posts that 
on May 30 of that year, they 
should decorate the graves of 

their comrades who had died 
in the service of their country. 
over the years what originated 
in 1868 as Decoration Day has 
evolved into what we now call 
Memorial Day.

The last GAR member died 
in 1956, but before the demise 
of the GAR they named the 
Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War (SUVCW), a Con-
gressionally chartered organi-
zation, as their legal heir and 
charged them with preserving 
the memory of the GAR and 
promoting our Civil War heri-
tage.

Every Memorial Day the 
local SUVCW camp named 
in honor of Corporal Henry 
Casey places a wreath on 
the graves of the four county 
Medal of Honor recipients, 
along with the last Fayette 
County Civil War veteran Elon 
Thornton who died in 1941. 
He is buried in the Washing-
ton Cemetery.

Corporal Isaac Carman, 
Corporal Henry Casey and 
1st Lt. David Jones all three 
received their Medal of Honor 
for heroic action at Vicksburg, 
Mississippi in the spring of 
1863 in three separate military 
operations. Sgt. Major Francis 
M. McMillen earned his Medal 

of Honor near the end of the 
war on April 2, 1865 at Peters-
burg, Virginia.

Descendants of Corporal 
Isaac Carman still live in Fay-
ette County, including Thomas 

Braden, a former commander 
of the Henry Casey SUVCW 
Camp, and Beverly Ingram.

Courtesy photo
Members of Henry Casey Camp 92 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War place a floral wreath at the grave of Civil War Medal 
of Honor recipient Corporal Isaac Carman, who is buried in the Washington Cemetery. Left to right: Shane Milburn, James L. 
Grim, William E. Radabaugh and Shawn A. Cox.
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County soldier suffers tragic death during World War II
By Robert E. Grim

on the lawn of the Fayette County 
Court House sits a beautiful war memo-
rial honoring the residents of Fayette 
County who gave their lives protecting 
the United States during World War II, 
Korea, and Vietnam.

Among the 75 names listed on the 
memorial’s bronze plaque for World War 
II is the name of Elmer E. Streitenberger, 
believed to be the fi rst Fayette County 
soldier captured by the Japanese.

Private Streitenberger enlisted in 
the U. S. Army on Feb. 6, 1941. A few 
months later he was assigned to duty in 
the Philippines, where he was located at 
Manila when the Japanese struck.

He was one of General Douglas 
MacArthur’s brave men who fought the 
Japanese until, through hunger, lack of 
ammunition and exhaustion, following 
the historic battle of Corregidor; they 
were forced to surrender on May 7, 
1942.

With other American and Allied pris-
oners he was imprisoned in a prison 
camp on Luzon, and from that time until 
when his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jess 
Streitenberger, were notifi ed of his death 
in early 1945, they heard from him only 
two or three times.

on oct. 11, 1944, a ship with 1,775 
American prisoners on board sailed from 
Manila as the Japanese attempted to 
move their prisoners to Korea. Private 
Streitenberger was one of the prisoners 
aboard the Japanese ship.

The prison ships were not marked as 
such and appeared to American war ves-
sels as Japanese freighters. on oct. 24, 
1944, the ship Private Streitenberger was 
on was sunk by a U. S. submarine in the 
China Sea. Approximately 1,765 Ameri-
can and Allied prisoners lost their lives, 
including Private Streitenberger.

of the total prisoners, fi ve escaped in 
a small boat and reached the China coast 
200 miles from the place of the sinking. 
Four others were picked up by the Japa-

nese and held prisoner.
In addition to his parents who lived 

on Jamestown Road, Streitenberger 
was survived by two brothers, Carl, of 
Washington Court House, and Leroy, of 
Chillicothe, and a sister, Mrs. Katherine 
Haines.

Courtesy photos
A bronze plaque on the World War II Memorial, 
bearing the name of Elmer Streitenberger.

Courtesy photos
The World War II Memorial on the courthouse lawn.
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1240 U.S. 22, Washington CH, (740) 335-4990.

The American Legion, Paul H. Hughey, Post 25
Reception Hall and Shelter House available for Wedding Receptions, 
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The unsung story of Capt. John M. Bell
By Robert E. Grim

Captain John M. Bell, a 
prominent resident of Fayette 
County in 1861, died in the ser-
vice of his country during the 
Civil War and lies buried in the 
Washington Cemetery, but few 
remember him today.

Had it not been for Daniel H. 
Reigle from West Chester, ohio 
doing research in 2005 for an 
article about Captain Bell for 
the ohio Civil War Genealogy 
Journal, Captain Bell’s story 
would still be untold. Reigle, 
using three newspaper clippings 
found in the manuscript collec-
tion of the ohio Genealogical 
Society Library in Mansfi eld 
describing Captain Bell’s tragic 
death, decided Captain Bell’s 
story should be told, and he 
published a 10-page article 

about Capt. Bell in Volume IX 
Issue No. 4 of the 2005 ohio 
Civil War Journal.

Bell was born in Highland 
County April 9, 1822 and 
moved with his parents to 
Fayette County in 1835, and 
resided here until his tragic 
drowning in the Kanawha River 
on Nov. 16, 1861.

He was a 38-year-old school 
teacher in Washington Court 
House when the Civil War 
began. He and his wife, Eliza 
Jane (Wooten) had fi ve daugh-
ters, Sarah Jane, Ada Louise, 
Lizzie Wallace, Eliza Ann, 
and Jesse Apler, born in 1861 
just before her father’s death. 
Perhaps to supplement his 
teacher’s salary, Bell was a 
census-taker during the summer 
of 1860 in Washington Court 
House, an experience that 

undoubtedly served him well as 
a military recruiter less than a 
year later.

He was the fi rst man to raise 
a volunteer infantry company in 
Fayette County and was serving 

as the company commander of 
Company K, 44th ohio Volun-
teer Infantry when he drowned 
along with fi ve of his enlisted 
men.

According to the newspaper 
clippings used by Reigle, Cap-
tain Bell and nine privates were 
crossing the Kanawha River 
to relieve pickets on the other 
side when they were ran into 
by the steamer Commodore 
Perry, piloted by Captain John-
son, who was descending the 
Kanawha from Gulley Bridge. 
Four of the privates jumped 
upon the guard of the boat and 
saved themselves. They were: 
Joseph R. Straley, William 
Anderson, Joseph Sims and 
John Streets.

The men were weighted 
down with heavy gear and were 
wearing overcoats, and had 

about 300 yards to swim. When 
Captain Bell was within four 
rods of the shore he was hold-
ing up his hand and crying for 
help. Two or three of the others 
swam until they drowned and 
the others were killed under 
the wheel of the boat. The dead 
included Captain Bell, John 
W. Herald, Abraham Crispin, 
James Hogue, John T. Green-
stead and Joseph Milburn.

It was reported at the time 
that “Captain Bell and his men 
started with a skiff to cross the 
river when the Commodore 
Perry hove from the wharf, and 
rounded toward the opposite 
shore, almost instantly coming 
in contact with the skiff, cap-
sizing it. The four men saved 
aided in capsizing the skiff by 
standing up and jumping for 

Courtesy photo
Captain John M. Bell

See UNSUNG | 8
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the guard of the boat. Captain Bell with heavy 
weight swam some three hundred yards and 
was within four rods of the shore holding up 
his hand and crying for help. He was seen to 
turn on his back and try to unbutton his coat 
but to no avail.”

It was also reported that Captain Johnson, 
commander of the boat, did nothing to rescue 
the men, and swore that he would shoot the 
first one of his crew who undertook to lower 
the yawl.

over two months later Captain Bell’s body 
was found on Jan. 17, 1862 about two miles 
from Charleston. His spy glass, compass, pis-
tol, gold watch and $30 in money were still 
upon his person.

An article from the Washington Register 
dated in January 1862 tells the story of how 
Captain Bell’s body was returned to Wash-
ington Court House for burial. “Monday 
afternoon last Joe Knight and E. H. Shoe-
maker started for the purpose of bringing the 
remains home, going via Cincinnati, taking 
with them a metallic burial case from the 
undertaking establishment of Thomas Burnett 
of this place. Mr. Shoemaker was sent by the 
order of odd Fellows, of which institution 
Capt. Bell was a member.”

Bell was a charter member of Temple No. 
227 order of odd Fellows and was appointed 
a District Deputy Grand Master for that group 
in 1856. He was also a member of Fayette 
Lodge No. 107 Free and Accepted Masons in 
Washington Court House and served as their 
Worshipful Master in 1857.

on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 1861 at the Meth-
odist Church in Washington Court House, 
Samuel N. yeoman, a merchant in Washington 

Court House and chairman of the military 
committee for Fayette County who later 
became a colonel and commander of the 90th 
ohio Volunteer Infantry, gave an inspiring 
eulogy on the death of Capt. Bell at the instal-
lation ceremony for the officers of the Masonic 
Lodge. In that eulogy yeoman stated, “I am 
informed that steps had been taken to secure 
his appointment to the position of Major of 
the regiment, and the commission had been 
issued prior to his death, but not delivered.”

Following the Civil War, the Grand Army 
of the Republic (GAR) was formed and local 
Civil War veterans named their first post the 
Capt. John M. Bell Post No. 119 when it was 
chartered on Aug. 4, 1881. Captain Bell was 
still important to the GAR members in 1905 
when the GAR held a state encampment in 
Washington Court House and published Capt. 
Bell’s photograph in their souvenir program 
and mentioned his tragic death.

In a visit to the grave site of Captain Bell in 
2005, Reigle discovered that the large monu-
ment with an obelisk on top of a cube base 
had fallen or broken off the base.

Not being aware of the location of any of the 
descendants of Captain Bell, Reigle contacted 
Robert E. Grim, a member of Henry Casey 
Camp No. 92 Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War (the SUVCW is the legal heir to the 
GAR), and solicited his help in having the 
monument repaired.

Grim discussed the matter with Cemetery 
Superintendent Rankin Kirkpatrick, who 
agreed to enlist the help of the Burke Monu-
ment Company to lift the obelisk back onto 
its base. Kirkpatrick and members of his 
cemetery staff then went to work cleaning the 
monument and straightening the markers of 
members of Captain Bell’s family who are bur-
ied near him.

Captain Bell’s grave site is well cared for 
now, but few people know his story.

From page 7

Unsung Hubert Watson
Hubert Watson of Washington 

C.H. served in the United States 
Air Force from 1951 to 1955 with 
the Strategic Air Command in 
Rapid City, S.D. under the com-
mand of Curtis E. Lemay during 
the Korean Conflict.

Watson was an assistant crew 
chief on the B-36 bomber, the 
world’s largest bomber. The air-
craft had numerous guns and car-
ried atomic bombs. Because of this 
the world and Russia feared the 
B-36 bomber.

Watson was present in 1953 when the Rapid City base was renamed 
and dedicated by President Dwight D. Eisenhower as Elsworth Air 
Force Base. Elsworth was the wing commander of the Rapid City base 
who died in a 1952 plane crash. Watson was one of a few at the base 
who checked Eisenhower’s plane each day for proper working.

According to Watson, Eisenhower stayed in Rapid City for three 
days going into the Black Hills to fish for rainbow trout.

Lawrence Wycoff

Lawrence Wycoff, a World War II veteran, 
served in the European theatre and was 
stationed in Italy, France and Germany. 
He was in the Army from 1941 through 
November 1945. He was a staff sergeant. 
Wycoff was born Sept. 9, 1917 and died 
March 6, 1986.
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Remember and Honor
Memorial Day 

Order of Eagles Fayette Aerie 423
320 Sycamore St., WCH
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Spec. 5 Blanchard Hicks served in 
the U.S. Army as an MP/Security from 
1954 until 1959. He was stationed in 
France and had tours of duty in Eng-
land, Germany, Spain, Monaco and 
Fort Dix, N.J.

Blanchard 
Hicks

Michael 
McCormick

In loving memory of Michael McCor-
mick, a Vietnam veteran.

you are our hero. We miss you.
Love always - wife Janice, sons and 

family

Robert 
Seymour

We are proud of our Dad, Robert 
Seymour, who served in World 
War II in the Pacifi c.

- Mary Estle, Pat Seymour, Rob-
ert (Bobby) Seymour

Donald E. 
Sever

Corporal Donald E. Sever from Frank-
fort joined the U.S. Marine Corp. and 
served from March 18, 1954 until being 
discharged March 17, 1957.

He graduated from Frankfort High 
School, class of 1953. Deceased Jan. 4, 
1991.
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Peebles • Seaman • Washington Court House • Winchester 

Thank you to all who have served our country 

S10

Walt 
Smithson

PFC Walt Smithson, of Wash-
ington Court House, served in 
the Korean War from 1951 to 
1952.

Robert E. 
Dunn

Robert E. Dunn served in the U.S. 
Navy from 1942 to 1946. He served 
in the submarine service aboard the 
U.S.S. Snapper.

William V. 
Smith

William V. Smith served Decem-
ber of 1943 to May of 1946. He 
served European Theater with the 
143rd ordinance Base Automo-
tive Maintenance Battalion.

Gene Bock
In memory of Gene Bock. U.S. Army 1942-1947, 

served in European Theater and Japan.

Eddie L. 
Pendergraft

Eddie L. Pendergraft served in 
the Army’s 2nd Chemical Motor 
Battalion from 1942 to 1945.

James William “Billy” Blair
James William “Billy” Blair enlisted in the U.S. Army on his birthday, 

April 18, in 1942 along with his brother, Kenny.
They marched down the streets in Washington Court House with the 

band as they played. They got on a bus headed for Columbus, where they 
were tested and given their orders. Blair went to Asia and his brother was 
sent to Europe.

James served four years for his country and was honorably discharged. 
God blessed the brothers and allowed them to return home safely. Thank 
you “Billy” for your faithful years of service for our country.
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A Salute to our Heroes:

Our Veterans
On Memorial Day, we pause to reflect on the

courage, dedication and loyalty of our nation’s military.

ST. CATHERINE’S MANOR OF WASHINGTON COURT HOUSE

a tradition of caring
250 Glenn Avenue, Washington Court House, OH 43160

Phone: (740) 335-6391 • Fax: (740) 636-1689

www.StCatherinesCourtHouse.com

• Complete Diagnosis of Capabilities • Dental Care
• Concern for Preventive Medicine • Nursing Care

• Proper Anesthetic Procedures
• Complete Pharmaceutical Facilities

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!!MEMBER HOSPITAL

AMERICAN
ANIMAL

HOSPITAL
ASSOCIATION

AAHA
335-6161

1974 US 62 NE • Washington C.H.

AAHA STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE:

40053431

FAYETTE 
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Gary D. Junk, D.V.M.    Daryl L. Waits, D.V.M.

Remembering Our Heroes

www.FayetteVeterinaryHospital.com
Like us on 

MEMORIAL DAY 2013
A salute...

Zach
Ellenberger

Corporal Zach Ellenberger
of the United

States Marine Corps.

The following sol-
diers of the American
Revolution are buried
in Fayette County:

Adam Allen,
Ananias Allen, Capt.
John Baldwin, George
Binegar, Michael
Blue, Peter Blue,
Ralph Boone, Francis
Boyd, John Briley,
John Buck, Robert
Burnett, Leonard
Brush, Anderson
Bryant, Sanford
Carder, John Christy,

Aden Clevenger,
Thomas Cockerill,
Thomas Crawford,
Thomas Crouch, Isaac
Panshier, Phillip Fent,
Jehiel Gregory,
Samuel Griffith,
James Hayes, Thomas
Jones, John Klever,
William Mahy, Joseph
Mark, Jacob Myers,
Hugh McClure, John
McCoy, Felix
McElhaney, John
Newland, John Nutt,
John Priddy, William

Rankin, George
Painter, Henry
Painter, Moses
Rawlings, Jesse
Rowe, George Rupert,
Solomon Salmon,
Charles Sexton,
William Stitt, Thomas
Thompson, John
Tracy, Hamilton
Rodger, Sr., John
Tway, William
Whicher, James P.
Witty, Joshua Wilson,
Stephen Yeoman,
Jacob Young.

The following
Fayette County service
men gave their lives in
Korea and Vietnam:

Korea
Raymond R.

Bennett, Charles W.
Boggs, Sylvester M.
Brown, Jr., Glenn D.
Curry, Oscar E. Gartin,

John E. Harris,
Arvil L. Henson,
Lloyd C. Hill, Willis D.
McConnaughey,
Donald E. Smith,
Robert M. Smith,
John P. Spengler,
Edward L. Stratton,
William E. Wood,
John A. Worrel.

Vietnam
Joe E. Bell, Earl L.

Cook, Charles M.
Dray, Terry L. Jenkins,
Charles E. McMillion,
John R. Mickle, Neil
Morris, Johnny Ratliff,
James H. Waulk, Jr.,
Robert C. Wing, Larry
J. Pepper.

In Memoriam:
Fayette County servicemen

who gave their lives

Revolutionary War
soldiers buried in Fayette County

Three years after the Civil
War ended, on May 5, 1868,
the head of an organization
of Union veterans, the Grand
Army of the Republic
(GAR), established Decora-
tion Day as a time for the na-
tion to decorate the graves of
the war dead with flowers.
Maj. Gen. John A. Logan de-
clared that Decoration Day
should be observed on May
30, according to the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

After World War I, the
day was expanded to honor
those who have died in all
American wars. Several his-
torians believe the name Me-
morial Day was first used in
the 1880s, and the name was
officially changed from Dec-
oration Day in the 1960s.

The Uniform Monday
Holiday Act, designed to in-
crease the number of three-
day weekends for federal
employees, changed Memo-
rial Day from May 30 to the
last Saturday in the month of
May. This legislation of the
90th U.S. Congress was
signed into law June 28,

1968 by the late President
Lyndon B. Johnson, and took
effect on January 1, 1971.

To ensure the sacrifices of
America’s fallen heroes are
never forgotten, in December
2000, the 106th U.S. Con-
gress passed, and former
President Bill Clinton signed
into law, “The National Mo-
ment of Remembrance Act.”
The law also provided for es-
tablishment of the funded
White House Commission
on the National Moment of
Remembrance, which was
scheduled to terminate at the
end of 10 years.

It is written in Public Law
106-579, “Congress finds
that it is essential to remem-
ber and renew the legacy of
Memorial Day, which was
established in 1868 to pay
tribute to individuals who
have made the ultimate sacri-
fice in service to the United
States and their families…
Congress called on the peo-
ple of the United States, in a
symbolic act of unity, to ob-
serve a National Moment of
Remembrance to honor the

men and women of the Unit-
ed States who died in the
pursuit of freedom and
peace… and designated 3
p.m. local time on that day as
the time to join in prayer and
to observe the National Mo-
ment of Remembrance; and a
National Moment of Re-
membrance and other com-
memorative events are need-
ed to reclaim Memorial Day
as the sacred and noble event
that that day is intended to
be.”

It is a tradition to fly the
U.S. Flag on Memorial Day
with a specific protocol, ac-
cording to U.S.D.V.A. and
Home of Heroes, Pueblo,
Colo.:

• In the morning, the flag
should be attached to the hal-
yard and raised briskly to the
top of the flag pole, then
slowly lowered to the mid-
way point of the pole.

• At noon, the flag should
be raised to the top of the
flag pole.

• At the end of the day,
the flag should be slowly and
ceremoniously lowered and

removed.
In addition to the U.S.

Flag, a symbol of remem-
brance associated with Me-
morial Day is the red poppy
flower. According to a story
from the U.S.D.V.A., the

poppy became a symbol to
those who served in World
War I after Colonel John Mc-
Crae, a surgeon with Cana-
da’s First Brigade Artillery,
expressed his grief over the
tragic loss of life during bat-

tles in Flanders, Belgium and
France. Scenes before him of
red poppies blowing in the
wind in contrast to the rows
and rows of white crosses,
marking the grave sites of
fallen servicemen, left an im-
pression. He described the
scene and personified the
dead in a poem, “In Flanders
Fields,” which was later pub-
lished in a British magazine.

Two women, one in
France and one in Georgia,
began selling artificial pop-
pies to help orphans and oth-
ers left destitute from the
war. The Veterans of Foreign
Wars became involved and
adopted the poppy as its offi-
cial memorial flower in
1922. Eventually the poppies
were assembled by Veterans
at VA medical facilities and
veteran homes, and distrib-
uted by veteran service or-
ganizations throughout the
country. The proceeds from
sale of the poppies have gone
to assist veterans and their
widows, widowers and or-
phans, according to the
U.S.D.V.A.

In Flanders Fields
By John McCrae

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly.
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

Technical Sergeant
Aaron Ferguson is

currently serving as a
Security Forces

Member in the United
States Air Force at

Columbus AFB, MS. In
his career, TSgt. He has
worked nuclear securi-
ty, Presidential Security,

and is currently
working as the Non

Commissioned Officer
in Charge of Investiga-
tions. TSgt Ferguson

has also deployed three
times in support of
OIF/OEF to Camp

Bucca, Iraq; Al Udeid
AB, Qatar; and Eskan
Village, Saudi Arabia.

Aaron Ferguson

The history of Memorial Day
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1974 COLUMBUS AVE
WASHINGTON CH, OH 43160
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Bobby Lee 
Estle

SGT. 1st Class Bobby Lee Estle, 38, 
was killed in Afghanistan on July 28, 
2012. He is the son of Roger Cooper and 
Debbie Howard (Estle).

Fred Wilson
Corporal Fred Wilson was 

born on oct. 6, 1922 and 
served in the U.S. Army from 
1943-1945. Decorations and 
citations: Good Conduct medal, 
World War II Victory Medal, 
European African Middle East-
ern Campaign Medals with five 
Bronze Stars. Highest grade 
held: Sec. 5.

Ralph I. 
Yerian

Ralph I. yerian, Seaman First 
Class with the United States Coast 
Guard.

Alan yerian, Staff Sergeant with 
the United States Marine Corp.

Alan Yerian

James I. Timmons
Sergeant James I. Timmons 

entered the United States Army on 
May 2, 1942. His most memorable 
war story occurred in January of 
1945.

His amphibious ship was landing 
at Luzon in the Philippines. Their 
mission was to capture the capital of 
Manila. He told me it was the bloodi-
est battle of the war for him. There 

was hand-to-hand combat just to take 
the city block from Japanese troops.

A fellow soldier was badly shot 
with a leg wound. My father picked 
him up on his shoulder under heavy 
Japanese machine gun fire and safely 
got him to the medic.

Sent in by his sons David, John 
and Ray Timmons, of Mount Ster-
ling.

William 
“Charlie” 

Pennington
In loving memory, PFC William “Char-

lie” Pennington served in U.S. Army 
1965-1967.
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Memorial Day this year is espically important as we 
are reminded almost daily of the great sacrifices that 

the men and women of the Armed Services make to 
defend our way of life.

Fayette County
Republican Central

Committee
www.fayettecountyohiorepublicanparty.com
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New Holland to hold Memorial Day parade

Record-Herald file photos
Children from New Holland decorated their bikes in an American theme during the 2015 Memorial Day 
Celebration. Mayor Butch Betzko judged the event and the winners were awarded cash prizes.

Record-Herald file photos
Vivian Wood, owner of the Believe Store in New Holland, helped last year to sponsor the events for 
Memorial Day within the village including a bike decorating contest and parade.

Record-Herald file photos
Ball teams, bike decorators, special guest veterans, the fire department and other citizens of New Holland 
joined together in a parade for Memorial Day last year.

By Martin Graham
mgraham@civitasmedia.com

The Village of New Holland will be 
celebrating Memorial Day on Monday, 
May 30 complete with a parade and a 
speaker.

The celebrating will begin with a 
parade being assembled at the New Hol-
land Town Square at 12:30 p.m. The 
community is invited to join and every 
child that joins the parade will be given 
an American fl ag to keep. The public is 
encouraged to celebrate with the village.

After the parade, Memorial Day ser-

vices will be held at 1 p.m. at the New 
Holland Cemetery. Guest speakers Paul 
LaRue and Jeff Garringer will honor 
veterans during the service.

This event is held thanks to New 
Holland VFW 8041 and its commander 
Dennis McCoppin. The Frankfort 
American Legion Honor Guard will be 
on hand during the celebration.

For more information contact Rankin 
R. Kirkpatrick, adjutant, at (740) 572-
0129.

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 or on Twitter 
@MartiTheNewsGuy


